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STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.
Close of Sesgion.-

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitohell—
Northam) [12:40]: There are two Bills that
I wigh to get upon the Notice Paper for to-
morrow. Ome is to provide for the continua-
tion of the nine to nine clause in the Licensing
Act, and the other is in connection with the
rate of interest to be paid on loans as from the
end of December. It will be remembered that
we fix the rate of interest for each year. I
find I will have to ask the House to suspend the
Stending Orders to permit of these two Bills
being placed on the Notice Paper for to-morrow.

Mr. SPEAKER: The time for giving notice
has passed. Tt is necessary to suspend so much
of the Standing Orders as to enable these Bills
to be placed en the Notice Paper for to-morrow.

The PREMIER: I move—

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as to allow of the introduction of
Bills or motions without notice.

Question put and passed,

BILLS (2—FIRST READING.

1, General Loan and Inscribed Stock Act
Amendment.

2, Sale of Liquor Regulation Act Continuance,
Introduced by the Premier,

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, Closer Settlement.

2, Industrial Arbitration Act Amondmoent.

Transmitted to the Council.
Houoe adjourned al 12-48 aon. (Thursday.)

25%1
Legislative Council,
Thursday, 22nd December, 1981,
- Page
Assent to Blls 2681
Ministerlal Statement, Graln Bill ... 2581
Standing Orders, Suspension 2582
Standing Order (No. £74), Suspension . .. 2588
Select Committes: Land and Income Tax Ansess-
ment Amendment, Bill, Change of Member 2583
Queston : Lime, Lake Clifton and Dongara . 25685
Leave of Absence ... ... 2588
Jolat Select Committee : Federation and the State,
nterim report adopted .. 2686
Bills: Workers Homes Act Amendment, Com, ... 2590
Permanent Reserves (No. 2), 2R, e 2081
Architects, report ... ... .. .. 2502
Industrial Arbitration Act Amendent, 1. 2592
Industries Assistance Act Contlouance, 1R, 28, 2592
Closer Settlement, 1R. ... - 2692
Sale of Liquor Regulation Act Continuance,
all etages .. 2502
Stamp, Assembly's further Message ... e 2502
Constitution Act Amendment, A biy’s
Message ... e .. 2582
General Loan and Inscribed Stock A¢t Amend-
ment, all stages e 2592
Supply (Na. 4), £1,030,000, all stages e 2583
Adjournment, Christmas Holldays ... .. . 2803

The PRESIDENT took the -Chair at 3.0
p.m., and read prayers,

ASSENT TQ BILLS.

Message from the Govermor received and
read uotifying ussent to the undermentioned
Billa:— -

1, Courts of Session.

2, Perth Hebrew Congegation Lands,

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT-—-GRAIN
BILL.

The MINISTER ¥FOR EDUCATION (Hon,
H. P. Colebatch—East) [3.3]: With the per-
mission of the House, I desire to make =
brief statement to elear up what [ am sure
was purcly a misuwnderstanding, but  some-
thing which, withont cxplanation, might aj-
pear to be other than it was. During the
debate on the. Grain Bill T read to the Housge
what purported to be a copy of a memor-
andum writien by Mr. Lovekin, and handed
by hkim te Mr. Basil Murray. This ecopy had
been handed to me by Mr. Murray. Mr.
Lovekin peinted out that the copy was inae-
curate in that it contained a reference to
Clanse 19 of the Bill, whereas no sueh re-
ference was included in his memorandum.
At the time I was entirely at a loss to under-

stand how the error could have arisen, I

have since received an explanation from Mr.
Murray in which he points out that I was,
quite inadvertently, in soma way responsible
for the error. Mr, Murray called at my officc
with Mr. Lovekin’s memorandum. He was
only in my office for a moment. He read
the memorandum through, and he reminderd
me that when he read it I euggested to him
that probably Mr. ZLovekin meant 'the
schednle with Clause 19 by which the House
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had already amended the method of paying
rent. Mr. Murray says that he made a pen-
¢il notz of my remark, and that when he
handed Mr. Lovekin's memorandum to his
typist to copy, his typist copied it with the
peucil note inserted. He then returned the
original to Mr. Lovekin, who snbsequently
handed me the copy in good faith. There
can be no question that the memorandum
written by Mr. Lovekin did not contain any
reference to Clause 19, I have no hesita-
tion in accenting Mr, Murray’s explanation
as to how the mistake arose. This makes the
position of Mr. Lovekin, in moving to strike
out Clause 19, lquite cousistent with the
memorandum that he sent to Mr. Murray.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebatech—East) [3.63: With the per-
mission of the House, T move—

That until the adjournment of the House
over the Christmas holidays so much of
the Standing Orders be suspended as is
neeessary  to enable Bills te be taken
through oll stages at one sitting, and mes-
sared from the Legislative Assembly to be
taken into consideration forthwith,

I submit this motion in view of what T be-
lieve to be the gencral desire of hon. mem-
bers that we should now despateh merely
that business which it is cssential should be
dealt with before the end of the year, and
that we should vesume as early in the new
year as may be sudable to hon, members, Tf

this motion is ecarried T do not intend to make-

any use of it except in regard to fonr Bills,
the pa<sage of which iz necessary before the
31st Deeember. The first of these Bills is
what is known as the 9 to 9 provision of
the Licensing Aet. Without that on the 1st
January, the hours for the opening and clos-
ing of hotels would automatically revert to
6 in the morning and 11 at night. The sce-
ond is 2 one-elause Bill continving the opera-
tions of the Imdustries Assistance Act until
the 31at December, 1922, The third is a Bill
to continue the operations of the Genceral
Loan and Tnseribed Stock Act, passed last
segsion. until 1922, Without that Bill, which
fixes the maximum rate of interest at 614
per cent,, we should on the l1st January re-
vert to the position under which the maxi-
mum interest i § per cent, Tt iz well known
to hon, members that the raising of a loan
is econtemplated in January, but we do not
know in what period in January our advisers
mav reenmmend this to be done. The only
other Bill T propuse to ask members to pass
und-r the authority of this motion is =
Snpnly Bill for the month of Deecmber,

Hon. J. Cornell: What ahout the Prices
Reanlation Aet?

The MINISTER TFOR EDUCATION :
These nre the only Bills T propoese to sk
memhers to deal with nnilor this method, Any
other Bill that may come forward will have to
take its course.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. J. Cornell: Does not the Prices Re-
gulation Act lapse at the end of the month?

The MINISTER TFOR EDUCATION:
TPartially, but not in regard to wheat and the
products of wheat, That may be connidered
when the House mects again.

Hon. J. W, KIRWAXN (South} [3.10}: I
wonlil suggrest to the Leader of the House
that the Bills to which he has referred shounll
b distributed as soon as possible, and that
members should not be asked to wait to see
them until they have been actually introduced,
It is awkward for us to understand the import
of a Bill, even if it is a Bill merely to re-
enact a measure already passed, when we are
asked to pass it through all stages in a few
minutes. 1f we had a few minutes in which
tn digest a Bill, it would greatly asafeguard
the position,

Hon. J. CORNELL {South) {3.113: I have
no desire to oppose the motion, for T recog-
nise that the measures mentioned by the
Leadler of the House must be passed before
the end.of the year. There is another mea-
sure which should also be re-enacted hefore
the end of the year, but evidently it is not
the intention of the Government to do so. I
vefer to the Prices Regulation Act, Some
hon. members may say this is not wanted. I
am aware that a Bill passed this session per-
petuates in some small degree the operations
of the Prices Regulation Aect, but I for one
think we should have something te say about
it even if it is at the grave-side of the mea-
aure,

Mr, PRESIDENT: I do not think the hon.
member is in order in diseussing the merity
or (demerits of any measure on this motion.

Hon, J. Duffell: Do you think it should
he congilered?

Hon. J. CORNELL: T am prepared to let
it go it the Mnister does not think fit to
bring it down, anid I do not think any other
Lhon, member ean do so. I should like to
know if the beard is going to continuve to
draw fces for administering only a smail por-
tion of the Act.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
T, P."Colebateh—East—in reply) [3.12]: 1
assure Mr. Kirwan T will do my best to meet
his wishes, but up to the present only one of
the Bills I have mentioned, namely the Bill
to continue the Industries Assistance Act,
has been dealt with by another place, That
wilt be forwarded to us directly, and I will
have copies circulated as soon as possible.
The 9 to 9 Bill is only now being prepared,
for it is only during the last day or two that
the necessity for it was recognised. The rea-
son why the mensnre mentioned by Mr. Cor.
nelf is not included in the list T have given
is that T 1o nof propose to a<k the House to
doal with any hizhly contentions matter with.
ont time leing given for ita due econsidera-
tion. Tt is the intention of the (overnment
to introduce certain proposals and we can
deal with them when they come before us, I
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do not prorose to ask the House to deal with
highly contentious matters in this way.

Question put and passed.

The PRESIDENT: I eertily that the mo-
tion is pussed by the nocessary absolute ma-
jority of the Council.

STANDING ORDER (No.
SUSPENSION.

The MINISTER FOR ENDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colcbatch—East) [3.15]: 1 desire to
move without notice——

That Standing Order 274 be suspended
during the present sitting fo enabic a mo-
tion to be brought forward discharging
a member of the seleet committee on the
Land ard Income Tax Assessment Anend-
ment B3ill, aud appointing another in his
place,

It appears that Mr. Lynn finds it nevessary
to leave the State; and another hon, member
has agreed to act in Mr. Liyan’s stead. If
this motion is carricd, I shall submit a fur-
ther motion aeccordingly. ’

274)

Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metronolitan-Subur-
ban) [3.16]: I find it somewhat difficult to
assent to thz Minister’s motion at this stage.
Speaking on this very Bill a few days ago,
I intimated my view that in the interests of
the Honse and of the country generally the
measure should be referred to 2 select com-
mittee, and that the select committee should
eawprize men soized of the viewg and wishes
of the various sections of the eommunity.
When Mr. Lynn’s name was mentioned, I
thought it imperative that he should be a
moember of the select committee for the pur-
pose of bringing forward for consideration
the views of the larger taxpavers of the com-
munity. Not having any knowledge of whom
it is proposed to substitvte for Mr. Lynnm,
I feel some diffieulty in supnorting the pres-
ent motion. Any measnre affecting the tax-
ing of the community requires the closest
serutiny and the fullest consideration. TFor
that reason I trust that the name of Mr,
Lynn’s sanc.essor to be submitted by the
Leader of the Honse will be the name of a
memher prerared to call evidence, if neees-
sarv, from that section of the community
with rarard to which Mr. Lynn’s name was
originally snggested.

The PRFSIDENT: T think the hon. mem-
ber's rerarks might be made on the subse-
quent motion that Mr. Lynn be discharged
and another member appointed in his place.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: Mav I point ont, Mr.
Pregident, th~t I do not know who that other
me~.ber i8 going to be. If T did know I
might object.

The PRESTDENT: The hon. member could
not ohject at this stage.

Thr Minister for Edu-~ation: If the hon.
men-ber dnes not like my nominee, there can
be a hallot,

(8]
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Hon, J, DUFFELL: When the select com-
mittee was sugge.ted by me, it was my desire
that the com . ittee should call evid>nce, and
that we should have on the committee the best
men the Horse ¢an nominate to bring to bear
their knowledge on the Bill

Question put and passed.
The PRESIDENT: I certify that this mo-

tion has been passed by an absclute majority
ot the whole Couneil, ’

SELECT COMMITTEE, LAND AND IN-
COME TAX ASSESSMENT AMEND-
MENT BILL.

Change of Member.

The MINISTER FOR FDUCATION
(llen. H. P. Colebatch—East) [3,18]; I
move—

That Mr, Lynn be discharged from fur-
ther servive on the sclect committee ap-
pointed to report upon the Land and In-
come Tax Assessment Anendment Bill, and
that Mr. Hamersley be substituted in Mr.
Lynn’s place.

Houn. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-Subur-
ban) {3.19]: T second the Minister’s motion.

Hon, V., HAMERSLEY (East) [3.20]:
The seclect committee, I understand, have

alrcady arranged that there shall bhe
no evidenee called. I was a party to
the rcfercnece of the Bill to the select

eommittee, but on thc understanding that
the select committee should obiain the
benefit of export evidence. The House itself
is perhaps not in a pesition to deal with the
Bill as effectively as outside experts would
be, Tnless I lcarn that the report which has
reached me concerning the non-calling of evi-
dence is erroneous, I am not disposed to serve
on the committee. I do not kmow that my
going on the committee will result in the re-
versi of a decision already taken by the com-
mittee. If the decision of the committee is
as has been reported to me, T would rather
not go on the committee.

Hon, A, LOVEKIN (Metropolitan) {3.22]:
When T moved that the Bill be referred to
a sclect committee, T suggested to the Cham-
ber that it wo Id mot be necessary to call
evidence other than the informal evidence of
the departmental heads.

Hon. J. Duffell: Informal?

Hon. A. TOVEKIN: Yes; to chat over the
EBill. The ohject of the sclect ecommittee was
to see if we could bring into line the Federal
legirlation and our own, having regard to the
fact that an agreement has been come to
between the Commonwealth and the State
under which we shall have onlv one set of
refurns.  As there is nerw Federal lecis-
lation—and it was only the other day that
we received copies of the final Federa! mens.
ure—we want to see if we canrot bring the
meagures into line. That, T take it, is all
the setect committce were appointed for. If
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we are to take evidence, we shall have a very
long task, lor we shall have to consider the
whole incidence of taxation, a matter which
I personally do not think comes within

the purview of the committee. More-
over, I myself could not give the neces-
sary time. As a matter of fact, 1

fail to see of what value the evidemce we
ecould get would be. Reeently a Federal
Royal Commission has been sitting on this
very question,” and a number of gentlemen
who, it has been suggested should give evi-
dence before the select committee bave al-
ready given evidence hefore that Federal
Royal Commission. The committee has been
approached ito call Mr., Waugh; but be, 1
understand, gave voluminous evidence before
the Royal Commisgion, and we have that
eviderce available. The Pastoralista’ Asso-
ciation, through Mr. Noble, also expressed a
desire to give evidence before the select com-
mittec; and we also have that evidence avail-
able in the Federal Royal Commission’s re-
port. We have had the same objections
brought up in a number of ways during the
last two or thres years. For instance, a com-
mittee of the Chamber of Commerce was ap-
pointed on the subject; and the whole ques-
tion of the Land and Ineome Tax
Assesrment Aet was gone into with both Mr.
Owen and Mr. Whitely. TIn fact, all the
points which can he bronght up are well
known. The Taxpavers’ Association have
iss-ed a lot of literature in ome form and
arother on the subjert, and T cannot con-
ceive that there is anything new to be brought
up which e¢annot be very well submitted in
the form of a memorandom to the attention
of the select eommittee.

Hon. J. Duffell: That is only your view
of it.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: 1 say that is my
view. I may be wrong. If the select com-
mittee are to call evidence, I would not he
able to give the necessary time on the com-
mittee, becavse I have already put in a con-
giderable amount of time on other commit-
tees. T am not prepared at this stage to
embark on an inquiry lasting three or four
weeks, ns this inquiry must last if the select
eommiittee are to vall any evidence. ‘There-
fore 1 supgest to hon, members that the
seleet committee keep within the purview of
what was oririnally intended; that is, to see
how far we ean synchronise the Federal and
the State lerislation, without going into the
incidence of taxation at all. We have quite
enourh work to do without going further.
Take even the elause which was stressed le-
fore the Tederal Royal Commission, the
averaging cla'se,

Ho~. V, Hamersley: The Federal inquiry
has nothing to do with our State lesisla-
tion.

Hon. A. LOVEKIXN: That clause is wanted
in o der to—-

The PRFSIDENT: I 1o'nt out te houn.
members that T am perfeetly willing to rer-
mit Mr, Hamersley and Mr. Lovekin to make

[COUNCIL.]

personal explanations with regard to their
position, but that the question before the
House is the discharge of Mr. Lynn from
acting on the select committee, and the ap-
pointment of Mr. Hamersley to the select
committee. Mr. Lovekin, as chairmau of the
select committee, may proceed in explaining
for the benefit of Mr. Hamersley what the
committee are doing.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Mr. Colebateh is
ehairman of the select commitiee. I am 2
member of the committee, and, as Mr, Cole-
batch has already spoken

The PRESIDENT: I thought the hon.
member was chairman,

Hon. A. LOVEEIN: I am just pointing
out to Mr. Hamersley that no amount of
evidence called can help us to frame a satis-
factory averaging eclause.

Hon. 8ir Edward Wittenoom: But evidence
can show you how to frame it,

Hen, A. LOVEEKIN: Surely it is rather
a matter for quiet consideration, than for
the calling of a lot of conflicting evidence,
which would probably lead us off the track.
I am, of course, only ome member of the
committee; but the attitude I take is that
we should sit round the table with the de-
partmental officers and sce how far we can
synechronise State and Federal legislation, in
view of the agreement to which I have re-
ferred. If there is to be a lengthy examins-
tion of witnesses, as there must be if we
once begin, I do not think I can afford
to give the nccessary time to the inquiry.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM
(North) [3.26]: I do not know whether I
should be out of order in making a few re-
marks.

The PRESIDENT: The question before
the House, T would remind hon. members, is
the discharge of.Mr. Lynn from further ser-
vice on the scleet committee. and the appoint-
ment, in his stead, of Mr., Hamersley, The
scope of the inquiry or anything of that sort
has at this stage nothing to do with the
question,

Hon, Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: Mr,
1Tamersley having made certain remarks with
regard to the ealling of evidenee, I do nat
know whether T would he ont of order in
making any remarks on that point. Mr. Ham-
ersley anid he would aecept appointment on
the seleet committee under certain conditions.
He may lite to know what the views of the
House are on that matter,

The PRESIDENT: I acarcely think so. T
take it that "Mr. Hamersley made his remarks
with a view of elieiting information 29 to
what the select committee arc doinz, That
information has heea  supplied by Mr,
Lovekin.

Hon, Bir EDWARD WITTTNOGM: May
T make one more remark, that I think Mr,
Ifamersley ia perfectly right in his attitude.
In the =-lert committee are not poing to hear
anv evidence at all, I think it would be per-
Teetly right not to go on with the committee,
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Hon. V, HAMERSLEY [3.28): Mr. Presi-
dent

The PRESIDEXT: Does the hon, member
wish to make a further personal explanation?

AMr. HAMERSLEY: I presume that if this
motion is agreed to, I shall have to go upon
thie committee.

The PRESIDEXNT: That will he so.

Mr. HAMERSLEY: T make the condition
that T will .go on the committee only if the
taxpayers’ are to be given an opportunity of
being heard. As 1 voderstamd the matter, an
expert inquiry has been made by the Com-
monwealth Government, and nndoubtedly ex-
haustive information has been ohtained by
that means. PBut I realisc that the people
whom we are sent here to serve are coming
under the contrel of 2 department of the
State, and that they wounld at least like to
have their side of the question put up. It
is well known that from time to time there
Thave been clashes between thosc in charge of
the Taxation Department and those who have
te pay the taxes. T want the House to under-
stand the position it has got into through ap-
potuting this select committee.

Hon. FL. STEWART (South-East) [3.20]:
T rise to spgak in support of the motion. I
hope Mr. Hamersley will go on the select com-
mittee. Tn supporting the motion, I believe
1 am cxpressing the views of other members
of the select committee, and also those of a
large scction of this House. My, Miles has
expressed the same wishes as Mr. Hamersley
with regard to the calling of evilence. Tf
Mr. Hamersley pgoes on the committee, he
‘may modify the attitnde which some members
of the eommittee now take up. In any case,
if he finds the* position on the ecmmitece is
unsatisfactory from bhis standpoint, the rem-
edy will be in his own hands.

Hon. A. H. PANTON (West) [3.31]: As
one of the select committee, T think T should
make o personal explanation. The discussion
is leading us into a position which makes it
necessary that some cxplanation should be
made to the House. If Mr. Hamersley goes
on the committee with the iatention, as sug-
gosted by Mr. Stewart, of doing certain
things, he will have the option of leaving
the committee. So far as I am concerned, T
want the House io understand that I went
on the committee on the assurance that the
investigatisns of that body would involve
only short sittings so that we could get an
interpretation of some of the clanses of the
Rill.

Hon. 8ir Edward Wittenoom:
what T was coming to.

Hon. A. H. PANTOXN: If it is intended
that the committee shall eall evidence from
anvone who desires to appear before the
select committee, T say candidly that I have
not got the time to devote to the work and
I shall withdraw.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: We want
an explanation of what is in the Bill

That is

3

Hon. A. Lovekin: ‘‘Hansard’’ reporters
will be -wanted for the work as well

Hen. A. H. PANTON: If Mr. Hamersley
in eoming on to the select committee, does
80 with the intention of altering the opinon
of members on a question which has alrcady
been decided, he cannot alter my mind. T
will not continne on the committee.

The PRESTDENT: Tn those circum-

stances the hon. member nmst vote against
the motion,

The MINISTER TFOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H. P. Colecbatch—East) [3.32]: The
intention regarding the sclect committee was
made elear in the date fixed for bringing up
the report. It was stated at the time that
the appeintment was for a short period and
that the ecommittee would simply have to
meet for an hour or two so that they could
present a report showing what the clauses
of the Bill meant and thus save diseussion.
It is very unusual for a Miuister to serve on
a seleet committee. T agreed to serve on a
previous select commPttee on the understand-
ing that we were merely to look into the
matter and report at an early date. That
was done. I agreed to net on this select
committee on a simiiar understanding. If
the seleet comumittee intend to take evidenee
and go into the whole policy of taxation, I
shall have to ask te bhe relieved from the
work ofe the committee.

Hon. H. Stewart: It was only intended
te do that, aa it affects the Bill.

Question put and passed.

On motion by the Minister for Edueation,
the time for bringing up the report was ex-
tended till Tuesday, 3cd January.

QUESTION—LTME, LAKE CLIPTOX,
- AND DONGARRA.

Hon. J. W. HICKFEY asked the Minister
for Eduecation: In conncetion with the an-
swers given by the Minister to iy questions,
will he reply to the following:—1, Who told
him that supplies of lime for fertilising are
available at Waroona? 2, Wonld it not be
possible for him, with little trouble, to obh-
tain from the compauy, who are lessces off
the concession, a definite reply as to the
amount of lime for fertilising purposes
which they have sold? 3, Is it not a fact
that 3if reasomable arrangements could be
made for sea earringe by small steamers or
sailers, lime from Dongarra could he deliv-
ered at Bunbury at about the same price as
or less than the lime from Waroona costs at
that port?

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, The company, 2, Fifty tons of
lime have been supplied to farmers to date.
Many inquiries arc mow being reccived by
the company ve Mareh delivery, to which re-
plies are being sent that the company is
prepared to deliver in JMarch. 3, T cannot
EAY.



LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon, J. Coruell, leave of
absence for six days granted to Hom. J.
Dodd (Seuth) on the ground of ill health.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE—FED-
ERATION AXD THE STATE.

Interim report adopted.

Hen. J. W. KIRWAN {(South) [3.35]: I
move—

That the interim report preseated by
the joint select enmmittee appointed to
prepare for the rederal (Convention be
adopted.

The report of the joint selcet committee
was submitted to the House a few days
ago. It was very short and was read to
lion. members. Briefly it sets out that the
work of the committee has been of a some-
what far-reaching nature, see.ng that they
have been asked tao juguire inte the results
of the Federal eempact upon the State and
te suggest amendments*to the Federal Con-
stitution in the interésts of Viestern Aus-
tralia. It bas been necessary io study the
Federal Counstitution, and also some Fed-
eral legislation aud administration bear-
ing on the affairs of Western Australia.
This work has been of such a heavy nature
that it has been impossible for members to
devote to it the time they would have
liked while Parliamewt has becr in session.
In their interim report, the joint select
committee suggest tlat as their functions
will terminate with the ¢lose of the present
session, the members of that committee
should be appointed n Royal Cvmmission in
an honorary capacity so that they may con-
tinue their investigations and bring for-
ward a report as soon as possible. In view
of .the fate of the Federal Convention Bill
in the Federal Parliament, a Federal Con-
vention, if held at all, will not be held
for a year or perhaps for two years.
Whatever mav happen as to tle holding of
the Convention, or whether the Federal
Parliament decide ts recommerd that cer-
tain amendments be made to the. Constitu-
tion, which amendments will be submitted
to the people of Australia by way of refer-
endum, T think it is absolutely certain that
jn the near future some endeavour will
be made to amend the Federal Constitution.
In such eireumstances, it i3 extremely
desirable that the people of Western Aus-
traliz should be in possession of the case
for the State. Turthermore, 1 understand
that, as a result of what has been done in
this State, similar committecas have been
formed in some of the other £tates where
they are now engazed upon work of this
nature. For these reasons, I think it neces-
sary that the work of the seclect committee
should be eontinued.

Hon. J. EWING (South-West) [3.39]: I
seconil the motion. The committee owe a

[COTNCIL,) *

good deal to Mr, Owen who has worked so
suceessfully in getting information to put
beforc members of that body. I trust the re-
sults of the committee’s work will be bene-
ficinl in the interests of this State.

Hon, A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) [3.40]: When the select committee
was appointed, it was commonly believed
that a genuine attempt at any rate, was to
be made in Mclhourne to call a Coonvention
together, We will give the Federal Govern-
ment the fullest credit; but everyone knows
now that that Convention has gone by the
hoard. What are we going to do now?

Hon. J. Lornell: Disband!

Hon. A. SANDERSOX: T do not want
to put it so crudely as that. T want to
ask some questions. In the first place, we
caygnot appoint a Royal Commission and I do
not know whether the Leader of the House is
in the position to-day to give the considereld
opinion of the (fovernment on this point.

The Minister for Education: Yes.

Hon. A. BANDERSON: Then we shall be
able to hear what the Minister has to say on
that point. As far as the country is con-
cerned, we have this aspeet to congider: With-
out a eonvention, what is the use of the re-
port of the committee? .

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: An attempt may be
made to amenil the TFederal constitution.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: As I am in agree-
ment, in a large measure, with Mr. Kirwan,
I do not want to say anything that may
distress him. But I think that the pub-
lie, who are really the only onres to be con-
sidered in this matter, should clearly under-
stand what is going on. Whether this Royal
Commission is appointed or not, we have to
remember that the Government appointed an
individval to go into this very question.

The Minister for Education: And he is
the expert with the committee at the
present time.

Hon, J. Ewing:
work.

Hon, A, SANDERSON: We are all try-
ing to do good work. I put this aspeet to
the country: Ts this not simply a political
question, political in the best sense of the
word? Is it not a party question, if hon,
members like to put it that way?

Hon. A. H. Panton: Tt will be made a
party question if the Federal Government
send it down.

Hon, A. SANDERSON: Since the select
committee was appointed, one of the most im-
portant parties in the political life of Aus-
tralia—the Australian Labour Party—has de-
finitely made up its mind as to what it ia
raing to do. However, we can hear what the
Leader of the House has to say during the
course of this debate, Tt all shows, however,
that this question hasa beeome extraordin-
arily difficult and complicated. If we could
bhe sure of the hona files of the different par-
tirs, it would be different.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan;
party question.

And he is doing pood

Tt should not he a
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Hon. A. SANDERSON: I will not pursue
that aspect, but I call the attention of the
eleetors of Western Australia to the fact that
as far as we can understand what has gone
on in Melbourne, this aspect has not been
treated with. the consideration—I want to
put it in the mildest way possible—that we
should expect.

Hon. J. Duffell:
seriously.

Hon, A. SANDERSON: Whether that is
g0 or not, the smaller States have not been
treated as they should have been.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Let us get out of it all!

Hon, A. SANDERSON: These interjec
tions are highly interesting, showing the
different points of view held by various mem-
bers. I will assume that the Government will
agree to & Royal Commission being appointed
and in the cireumstances, I wish the Royal
Commission every success jn 1ts work.

It has not been taken

Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-Subur-
ban) [3.44]: As one of those who have takem
the greatest interest in this question, and who
were inierested in the appointment of the
joint select, committee to go into the details
regarding the treatment Western Australia
has received at the hands of the Federal
Governnient, I naturally eame to the eonclu-
sion that the Commonwealth Government were
in carnest when they proposed to call together
the Federal Convention. The next chapter
in the story iz that the Federal authorities
laid down ecertain lines whereby every State
in the eompact could be represented at that
Convention. We find that Western Awustra-
lin is treated rather unfairly. The views ex-
pressed by the Federal Government did not
eoincide with those held by members of Par-
linment in Western Australia, with the result
that this Parliament let the Federal authori-
tics know that they were not in aceord with
them, The Leader of the Federal Parliament
then stepped in, and now there is to be no
Federal Convention, notwithstanding that the
various State Parliaments have in the mean-
time appointed select committees to secure
information which would enahle the States’
representatives at the Convention to place
the views of the various States in a
concise form. The Bill has now been
withdrawn, and the matter bas ended for
the time being. Our joint select com-
mittee now propose that they shall he
converted into a Royal Commission in
order that they might continuve their lab-
ours while Parliament is out of session, "I am
prepared to give that select committee every
eredit for sincerity in their endeavours to get
the neeessary information to place before the
Western Australian representatives at the
Federal Convention when it takes place,
which is scareely likely to be this
year, but’ which may be next year or
sometime or never. When the Convention
does meet, it is just possible the informa-
tidn which the propesed Koyal Commission
will have aequired will be ohsolete, and
so of no assistance to the Western
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Australian representatives, Whilst [ appree-
iate the suggestion of the hon. member, I
think the House will be well advised to in-
form the select committee that no good pur-
pose could be served by converting it inte a
Royal Commission. With all due respect to
the members of the select committee, I will
vote against the motion.

The MINISTER FOR XEDUCATION
(Hon, H, P. Colebatch—East) [3.507: The
hon. member is not over generous in his recog-
nition of the large amount of work the select
committee has performed in a voluntary eap-
acity, nor of the work which they will con-
tinue to perform in the saie eapacity if they
are converted into a Royzl Commission, It
js the intention of the Government to act in
acceordance with the suggestion of the select
eomunittee and provide for their conversion
into a Reynl Commission. I do not entirely
agree with Mr. Sanderson when he stys that
this is a purely party question. A few weeks
ago we discussed in this House and in an-
other place a reselution dealing with this mat-
ter and protested aguinst the propesals of
the Prime Minister in regard to the Conven-
tion. No party spirit was then shown; every
party in both Houses unanimously took the
view that the interests of the State were
heing attacked and that they were prepared
to defend them. The Senate vontains at the
present time practically only one party, but
U venture to think that House would he
sharply divided on this question, not from the
party point of view, but from the point of
view of those representing small States as
against those representing large States. I
cannot help feeling disappointed at the action
of the Prime Minister in regard to the con-
vention. The convention was clearly prom-
ised but the Prime Minister seems to have
kept the word of promise to the ear while
breaking it to the heart. But even if the
matter is to be decided by the Federal Par-
liament, it will he equally necessary that the
position of Western Awnstralin should be
submitted to that Parliament®in the clearest
and most complete manner. And not only to
that Parliament, but to the pcople—becanse
if that Parliament passes laws to amend the
Federal Coustitution, those laws, before they
come into cffeet, will have to be approved by
a referendum of the people, by a majority
of the people voting, and by a majority of the
States, that is to say, by four States out of
the six. So not only when the matter is
before the Federal Parliament, but when at
a later stage—because there is going to be
an amendment of the. Counstitution and a
very difficuit fight for the small States
to retain their 25s, per capita grant
from the Commonwealth and for West-
ern Australia and Tasmania to establish their
rights to a continuance of their special
grants—all these matters will have to be
fought out; and when the Federal Parlia-
ment is dome with it, the people will have to
vote on it; and from the point of view of
its reference to the people it is highly de-
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sirable that Western Australia’s case should
be set out fully and completely, and [ be-
lieve this committee are doing the right
thing in their endeavours to have it so set
out.

Hon, J. Duffell: Will you still retain Mr,
Owen’s services to the committee?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: (er-
tainly, whatever assistanee the committee de-
desires, will be afforded.

Hon. J. Duffeli: At
State,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
hon. member suggests it will be a vost to
the State, meaning Mr. Owen's salary. That
is a matter of a few pounds per week, for
the life of tlhe proposed Roval CCommission,
perhaps £100 or more. But there is involved
in this question the very continuance of
Western Australia as an independent State;
not hundreds of jounds, but millions are
involved, for unless Western Australia gels a
tair deal, it scems to me the finaneial posl-
tion of the SBtate will beeome impossihle.
Therefore, we cannet, for the saving «f the
salary of one man, o anything that will
make it more diflicult for the committe Lo
complete the ease for the State. T support
the motion, and I intimate that it is the
feeling of the Giovernment that the comwit-
tee are doing good work and that the com-
pletion of their report is necessary.

sume  cost in the

Hou. J. CORNELL (Scuth) [3.53]: When
the motion for the appointment of the sclect
committec was hefaore the House 1 remained
silent, helieving then, as [ still believe, that
it was an intrusion on the rights of the
electors. The C(‘ammonwealth Constitution
is the work of the people hy referendum,
and it will he the people, and not the State
Parliament, who will alter our Constilution,
if it is to he altered.  Whether or not we
cver have a convention, uo pressure 1.y the
State Parliament will bring it abeut, heeanse
it is for the {‘ommonwenlth Parliament to
say. [ am convineed that no convention will
be held nntil sueh time as the peopie oi ihe
Commoenwealth, throuch the ballot hex, le-
mand it. The sreatest smoke serteen cver
thrown out in the political history of Aus-
tratia was thrown ont with the intradoetion
of the Bill for the convention. The Prime
Minister may not have been in aceord with
the Bill, but he left it in the hands of the
House, and the House treated it as a2 joke.
Tt was a ecase of ‘‘Their troubles about the
States.’”’ When we have an amendment of
the Constitution, with or without a couven-
tiom, it will he influenced hy the party cle-
ment. The pariy with the greatest politieal
machincery, the Labmmr Party have definitely
laid down what they wont and, heing in-
terpreted, it means urifieation. No recom-
mendation by this House will alter that.
Again, on what hasis will the proposed con-
vention be elected?  Assuming that the
State's rvepresentatives are elected by the
people, those representatives will be respon-

[COUNCIL.]

sible, not to the State Parliaments, Lut to
the people.

Hon, A. Bauderson: You secem to forget
that the Western Australian delewates to the
last convention were elected, nut by the
people, but by Parliament.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The delerates to the
proposerl convention ought to be elected by
the people. Tf they are elected vy the peo-
ple, they will certainly do their best to im-
press the convention with the viaws they
put to the Jeople when comtesting the clee-
tion. Tt is accepted that the Constitution is
overdue for amendment, but 1 .am satisfied
fhat we vun only seeure a convention by
altering the personnel of the Federal Parlia-
ment.  [f this occurred at the next elections
and the Laliour Party were returued to power,
their proposals are as elear as day, and they
would be in duty hound to pnt them imto
operation. If this oceurred, there would dbe
no necessity for a convention, and all this
time devoted to inquiry would have gome
for naught. [f the commission present a re-
port, what will happen? Will any of their
decisions hind members?

Hon. A. Saunderson: Certainly not.

Hon. J, UORNELL: They certainly will
not bind the Labour Party, who are definite
in their policy. Then what are we going to
llo—a|:pear at the bar of the convention or
hand the report over to onr representatives
and say, ‘‘This is our ease, de what you like
with it’’? The question of amending the
Federal Constitution is one for the people
alone. Practieally all the information which
will he gathered by the Royal (‘ommission
could be gathered by the departmental officers
or hy Mr. Owen himself. Then, if a report
is received, will the House be permitted to
amend it? Would not there be a confliet of
opinion here? What untility would there be
in surh a report! As an elector of the Com-
monwealth [ take n view totally different
from my view as an elector of the State and
a4 aomember of this House. [ o not view
the question 1rom the standpoint of whother
H il injure Western Anstralia, In the spirit
inenleatel into members of the ALF. T wonld
ask whether the propesals would benofit Aus-
tralia az Australin and net a partienlar cor-

ner of the Commonwealth.

Hon. (i, W, Miles: If it will be a lienpefit
to the State, it will he a henefit to .Aus-
tralia.

ITon. J. CORNELL: Tt may not be.

Hon, G. W. Milea: Tt is more likely than
net,

Hon, J. CORNELL: To convert the select
conimittee into a Roval Conmission will in-
volre some expense,

Hon. A. Sanderson: Why?

Hon. J. CORNELW: The cvidence will
have tn ba reported and I understand that
the ‘Hansard'' staff are paid specin]l fees
for reporting Royal "ommissions,

Hon. A. H. Panton: No, they are not.

Hon. J. CORNELL. T helieve members
of the sclect committee would be prepared



[22 Decemses, 1921.]

to act in an honorery capacity us a Royal
Commission, but it is not frir to ask its
members to do in the recess proctically the
same work as they do when T'arliamert is
sitiing. A Royal Commission has power to
incur expenditure, which power a select
comimittee does not enjoy. The select com-
mittee has donc goed work, but it should
now be allowed te lapse.

Hon. A, H. PANTON (West) [45]: I
feel that I am in a somewhat invidious
position. Mr. Kirwan has presented a re-
port to which I am a party, bnt at present
I find myself in an altogether differemnt
position from that which I occupied when
I aceepted a seat on the select committee.
At that time the party in which I hold a
fairly high position had not decided what
they really wanted as regards unification.
Since then I have been to a conference in
Brisbane where concrete proposals regard-
ing the amendment of the Constitution
were laid down. I am heart and soul with
the devision of the confercnee and, as a
member of the Labour Party, L propose to
put up a fight to give effect to the decision
of that conference.

Hon. .J, Ewing: Does that mean anifica-
tion?

Hon, A. H, PANTON: There is no doubt
about that. 1 now find myself a member
of a sclect committee appointed to preparc
the ease for Western Australia and yet,
irrespective of what case is put up, [ am in
duty bound, and propese, to put up a fight
for unification as agreed to by the Austra-
lian Labour Purty. .

Hon. G. W. Miles: You should not have
gone on the committee.

Hon. A, H, PANTON: This position has
arisen gsince my appointment, When I was
in the Eastern BStates, it was common
knowledge that there would be no conven-
tion. T travelled with members of Parlia-
ment representing all parties and I did not
meet one who was of opinien that a con-
vention Bill, even if brought down, would
get very far, Senator Vardon was very
emphatic on that point. I am satisfied
there will be no convention. On cne ocea-
sion Mr. Sanderson moved a motion of this
character and I opposed it on the ground
that =& convention was not necessary.
Trrespective of what a convention might
do, the Labour Party hold that any pro-
posed amendment of the Constitution mnust
be submitted to the people by Parliamnent.
Nothing can be submitted to the country
by the eonvention. Comsequently, if we
have a convention, it will rest with the
Yederal Parhiament to adopt or reject the
decision of the convention. If the present
Federal Parliament submits proposals to a
referendum of the people, we can be sure
that unifieation will not be included and
that the Labour Party will fight the pro-
posals, If the Labour party happen to be
in power, and submit proposals for unifiea.
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tion to & referendum, it is only natural that
they will be fought as strenuously by those
opposed to unification, Therefore I see no
reason to believe that this will not be a
party question when it is finally submitted
to the people, However, I do not wish to
be placed in a hypocritical position. I do
not wish to continue on the committes in
the full knowledge that, whatever the de-
cisijon might be, I cannot subseribe to it
unless it decides in favour of unification,

The Minister for Education: Is not the
duty of the committee rather a matter of
collecting information than deciding a
poliey?

Hon, A. H, PANTOX: That might be so,
and I would have no objection to working
on the Royal Commission to obtain in-
formation, but I want it to be thoroughly
understood  that whatever ijnformation is
obtained will be used by me to further the
Labour Party’s desire to obtain unifica-
tion,

Hon. J. Ewing: You might change your
views.

Hon, A. H. PANTOX: Jf I do, T sbhall
change my colours.

Hon. J. Ewing: That is sometimes done.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: It is not likely to
happen on this oceagion. I feel that T am
in a false position.

* Hon, A, Sanderson: Certainly not.

Hon. A. H, PANTOXN: 1 wish it to be
¢learly understood that T am out for unifi-
cation as laid down by the Brisbane con-
ferenee. On the other hand, if the objeet
of the Royal Commission is simply to ob-
tain information for the State geuerally, I
shall be prepared to continue.

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH {North-East) [412]:
1 intend to oppose the motion. Owing to the
aetion of the PFederal Parliament, the ap-
jrointment of the select committee has proved
to be premature.  When the #ederal Parlia-
nient again bring down a convention Rill, it
will be time enough te suggest the appoint-
ment of a committee te wmake further in-
quiries. .

Hon. §. Cornell: That will not be during
the Hife of the present Parliament.

Hon. B. G. ARDAGH: It is useless to say
that a Royal Commission would get through
the inquiry witheut ineurring expense. It
will be necessary to eollect considerable in-
formation, and 1 doubi whether it will he
possible to collect sufficient information in
Western Australia to he of any use to bring
theé matter foreibly befgre the people. Tn
my opinion, some members of the Royal Com-
misgion would have to go East to obtain furs
ther information, and this would cost money,
T am fully convineed it will he sufficient time
t+ embark on active inquiry when the Federal
Parliament again suggest bringing the mat-
ter forward. Judging by what oceurred in
the Federal Parliament recently, the person-
nel of the present Federal Parliament will
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have to be altered before we can expect a Rill
to he passed.

Hon. J, W. KIRWAN (Sonth—in reply)
[414]: £ 1 consulted my personal conveni-
ence 1 certainly would be opposed to the mo-
tion. If it be carried it will cause me a con-
siderable amount of trouble which I would
like to avoid, and T am quite sure the same
thing applics to other members of the seleet
vommittee, If they considered their personal
wighes and interests, I am sure they would
prefer to be relieved of the work attaching
to the inquiry, but they ieel that the public
interests which they have been appointel to
safeguard necessitate them making this re-
commendation {o Parliament, 1f Parliament
supports the recommendation, well and good,
but if the motion be not ecarried I do
not know that any of them will feel any
regret. I wonld remind members that a con-
siderable amount of the work that has been
done is of a valuable and useful nature. We
have been supplied by Mr, Owen with what
may be regarded as a small library.  There
are hundreds of pages here of typewritten
monuscript prepared by him, and quite a num-
ber of Acts, documents and hooks, all of whichr
require to be studied. With regard to Mr. Ar-
dagh's remarks concerning the expense, I can
only say that if there be any expense incurred
beyond what is absolutely essential, it will only
he with the strongest protest from myself, I
have never heen a member of any Royal Com-
mission but one, and that was the Federal
Tron Bonus Commission, which was one of
the few commissions that cost the country
nothing. None of the members aceepted any
payment whatever. We travelled throughout
Australia without expense to the country, and
the only cost imcurred was in regard to the
reporting and printing. It is a commission
of that sort that 1 and other members of the
comnittee had in mind when we -suggested
an honorary Royal Commission on the ques-
tion of the Feieral relationship. True there
may never be a Federal Convention, but
throughout Australia to-day there is the
universal opinien that sooner or later the
Commonwealth Constitution must be amended.
Important aitorations are necessary, and
there are many differences of opinion as to
what these alterations should be, We saw
this to-day during the debate. Mr. Lovekin
wants Western Australia to get out of the
Cummonwealth altogether. Mr. Panton has ad-
voceated unification, There are two extreme
views, and there arc all sorts of views that
come between these two extremes. The Com-
ntizgion would provide a great deal of
information for the public that would
ausist people in auny action they may take
regarding the zmenlments of the Constitu-
tion when they are  submitted, as  they
must  ultimately be  submitted, to the
electors. 1 do oot think there is anything in-
congistent in a man who favours wnification
being a member of the Commission, or in any
olker man favouring fhe views of Mr, Love-
kin being a memher of the Commission.

(COUNCIL.}

Everyone whoe joins the Commission would
doubtless hold evrtain settled opinions of his
own, although I take it everyone would try
to approach the whole question with an open
miml. Hone members in their remarks implied
that, in watching the interests of Western
Australia, they may find that the interests
of this Stute conflict with the interests of
Australia generally. I can hardly coneeive
of such a position. Western Australia covers
one-third of the Commonwealth. Tt is ex-
tremely difficult to see how anything can be
of advantage to Western Australia that is
not also of advantage to the whole Common-
wealth, and viee versa. The faet must never
be overlooked that we have a right, those of
us especially who represent the undeveloped
Htates of Australin, those States that are in
the early stages of development such as
Western Australia, to ask of the Federal
authoritics for more consideration than is
given to such States as Vietoria, the area of
which is small, and which is closely settled.
In Western Australia we have a handful of
330,006 people, struggling with the stupen-
dois task of developing an area eomprising
one-third of the Commonwealth. The Com-
mission should emphasis that peint. It cannot
be too strongly emphasised, and irrespective
of whether a man be a unifieationist or a
separationist, it owght to be emphasised

over and over again. The work that
has been dome Ly Mr. Owen is import-
ant. He has given a great amount of
time to it, and has taken 3 great

amount of pains in providing us with infor-
mation. HHe has been most industriouns and
has supplied "ug with information that will
be mort useful to us, With some of the de-
ductions that he draws from the information
he supplies we may not all be in agreement,
but the work he has done is unquestionably
valuable and praiseworthy, and it would be
a ity in the public interests if the comm-ittee
were not allowed to continue its labours in the
form of a Royal Commission. T feel sure that
the report that would be published would be
of great assistanee later on when the ques-
tion of amending the Federal Constitution
comes up for the cousideration of the people.

Question put and passed.

BILL -WORKERS' HOMES ACT AMEXND-
MEXNT.
In Committee.

Resumed from 16th December; Hon, J.
fwing in the Chair, the Minister for Educa-
tion in eharge of the Bill

Clause 3—arreed to.

Clause +—Amenlment of Section 24:

Hen. H, 8TEWART: I ecannot support
this clause. Whereas previously people were
in & position to pet advances in order to
huild homes, this clause gives the Govern-
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ment direct anthority to ereet and dispose of
dwelling hounses.

Hon, G, W, MILES: T understood that
the Standing Orders were suspended merely
with the object of dealing only with the
four Bills mentioned by the Teader of the
Houge. That was the belief of many mem-
bers. Some members consider this Bill is in
the natore of a provision for a trading con-
cern.

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION: I
endeavoured to make it clear that I only in-
tended to deal with the four Bills I men-
tioned under the motion that I moved. So
far as the rest of the business on the Notice
Paper is concerned, that is entirely in the
hands of members. We cannot touch those
four Bills until they eome to us from an-
other place later ;in the afternoon. I am
prepared to report progress on thia Bill, if
that is the desire of hon. members.

Progress reported.

BILL—-PERMANENT RESERVES.
(No. 2.)
Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon, IL P. Colebatch—1ast) [4.25] in mov-
ing the second reading said; It is customary
towards the end of the session to submit a
Bill embodying such alterations as are deemed
desirable in the purposes for which permanent
reserves are made. I propose to move the
sccond reading of the Bill, to which are at-
tached plans showing exactly what is intended
to be donc. The plans ecan then lie on the
Table of the House so that members may look
into the matter for themselves, Clause 2 of
the Bill relates to Tingelly lot 133, It is pro-
posed to take an area of 1 rood 20 perches,
and to use it for a soldicrs’ memorial park.
This is part of reserve 10705, Pingelly, which
is set apart for the purpose of public build-
ings. The Public Works Department is agree-
able to this portion of the reserve being ex-
cised from its original purpose, and being
set apart for the proposed memorial park.
It has been inspeeted by the Premier and the
Minister for Works, and the local people have
raised a sum of ahout £300 to spend on this
portion of the reserve that is to be used as a
memorial park, The first portion of Clause
3 relates to reserve AIS677. This reserve is
set apart for the protection of the red flow-
ering gum and the reserve was made in 1914,
It is found that on a certain portion of this
reserve there is now practically no red flow-
ering gum remaining, and the land is suitable
for settlement. The intention is to excise
that portion from the reserve and settle it,
and to add another piece of land of 1330
acres to the north-west of the existing reserve
on whieh there is a large supply of red flow-
ering gums, The alteration will mean that
the area of flowering gum regerve will be
greatly inereased. It will have a total area
of 1,466 acres instead of an area of only 392
acres. The alteration is being made with the
approval of the Forests Department, and
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will allow of the small portion of suitable
land being made available for settlement. The
second portien of Clause 3 relates to Kimber-
ley reserve A13873. This is a reserve of four
million acres. There is a stight error in the
deseription of the reserve in the schedule
which T shall ask members to amend, It
speaks of the west arm of the Ord River, hut
it should read the west arm of the Cambridge
Gulf, There is a four million acres reserve
there for the use of aborigines. It is in-
tendod te take 880,000 acres of that area and
make it available for pastoral leases. The
northern boundary of the portion which it is
intended to excise from the reserve is about
two ihiles south of the Forrest River mission
station. The intention is to settle on this
880.000 acres certain returned soldiers who
have been trained at Moola Bulla, An area
of about 200,000 acres is to be allowed for
cach soldier.

Hon. G. W, Miles: For what purpose?

The MINISTER YFOR EDUCATION:
The reports show that this is good pastoral
country and the only other department in-
terested in the matter, the Aborigines De-
partment, is entirely agreeable fo the exci-
sion of the reserve. There is really no good
purpose to be served by maintaining the
whole of the 4,000,000 acres as a reserve for
aborigines. This Bill, in faet, takes only
88,000 acres, leaving still an area of over
3,000,000 acres. I have no doubt, as time
goes by, that reserve can be further re-
duced in arvea without any injustice being
done to the aborigines. Clause 4 empowers
the Bunbury Municipal Couneil in respect
of TReserve A4991, which is a recreation
reserve vested in the Bunbury municipality,
to issue o lease up to 21 years for an aren
not exceeding onc aecre for the purpose of
refreshment rooms, Tt is practically the
same provision as has been made in regard
to the Point Walter Reserve, Without this
provision, the Bunbury Municipal Couneil
cannot lease this portion of the reserve. Tt
is on the Oeean Drive, and®the exact loeality
is shown on onc of the plans prodnced. The
remaining clangs, No. 5, relates to Clare-
mont Reserve A4228 This is a reereation
reserve vested in the Clarement municipality,
and the desire is that two aeres of this re-
serve shall be added to the munieipal elee-
trie light station area. The intention of the
Couneil! i3 to inerease their -lectric lighting
plant, and they also require a place on which
to ercct stables, There will be ample recrea-
tion ground left on the cast of the electric
light station. This clavnse is inclnded in the
Bill at ths Clarémont Municipal Couneil’s re-
quest. Those are the whole of the provisions
of the Bill, and T have already intimated
that T propos~ to allow the plans to lie on
the Table of the House, so that hon, members
can inform themsclves cxaetly of the position.
T move—

That the Bill be now read a sceond time.

On motion by Hon, G. W, Miles, dobate
adjourned.



2592

Sitting suapended from 4,44 to 445 pm.

BILL—ARCHITECTS.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL — IXDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMEXNDMENT,

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT CONTINUANCE.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H, P. Colebatch) [4.46] in moving the second
reading said: This is one of the four Bills
whick I indicated it would be necessary to
pass before the end of the year. It is a
Bill of only two clauses. It provides that
Section 15 of the Act of 1917 amended by
the Act of 1920, is further amended by
omitting the figures ¢¢1922’' and inserting
€€1023°7 in lieu thercof. The effect of the
amendment will be to continue the operations
of the section for another 12 months. Tt is
neeessary to refer to the Act of 1917 to ob-
tain the exact meaning of the provision. In
that Aet it is provided in Section 15 that
no commodity shall he supplied or money
advanced under the principal Act or its
amendments after 31st Mareh, 1918, That
has since been amended to read ““31st March,
1922.'"  The purpoese of the Bill is to extend
it to the 31st Mareh, 1923. It is nceessary
that the Aect should cover the pevied of the
harvest. We have covered the period of the
present harvest and the intention of the
Bill is to cover the period of the next har-
vest. When I quoted this Bill as among those
for the passage of which I desired the sus-
pengion of the Stgnding Orders, T was under
the impression that 36th September was the
date. Now it appears that, not the 30th Sep-
tember, but the 31st March is the date. Con-
sequentiy it is entireiy in the hands of the
House whether or not they debate the
seeond reading now or leave it
until we meet again. Tt is essential that the
Act be continued for another vear, but if
hon. members desire fnrther time in which
to consider the Bill, there is ne practical
reason why they should not bhave it. I
move—

That the Bill be now read o second time.

On motion hy Hon. G. W. Miles, debate
adjourned.

BILL—CLOSER SETTLEMENT, '
Received from the Assembly and read a
first time,

Sating suspeadcd from 100 to 535 po.

[COUNCIL,}

BILL—SALE OF LIQUOR REGULATION
ACT CONTINUANCE.
All Stages.

Reveived from the Assembly and read a
first time,

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hor. H. P. Colebatch—East) [5.51] in mov-
ing the second reading said: This Bill mere-
Iy continues for 12 months the 9 to 9 pro-
vision of the Licensing Act. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

Question put and passed.

Read a third time and passed.

In Committee, ete.
Bill passed through Committes without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and passed. .

BILL—STAMP,
Assembly’s further' Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it was unable to make
the amendment requested by the Couneil, and
that the Asscmbly desired the concurrence of
the Couneil in the Bill as previously amended
at the request of the Council.

BILI~—~CONSTITUTION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Assembly s Message.

JMessage from the Assembly received and
read votifying that it no longer disagreed to
the amendment on which the Conneil had in-
sisted.

BILL -—— GENERAL LOAN AND IN-
SCRIBED STOCE ACT AMEND-
MEN'T,

All Stages.

Recvived from the Assembly and read a
first time,

Secoml Reading,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOXN (Hon.
H, P. Colebatch—East) [6.2] in moving the
second reading said: The Act of 1910 provides
2 maximum rate of interest of 5 per cent.
The Act has heen amended from time to time
Imt purely temporarily. Last year. a Bill was
passed amending Seetion 18 of the principal
Act to provide that the interest on inscribed
stock or dehentures should not exceed 614
per cent. The measure was made to operate
for ene year only and it will {erminate on
the 31st December. The present Bill is in
the furm of an amendment of the Act of 1910
il makes exactly the same provision that
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the maximum rate of interest shall be 614
per cent,, and also provides that the Aet shall
continue in foree until the 31st Deeember,
1922, and no longer. It is withiz the know-
ledge of members that the Government will
be approaching the loan market in London
during Jannary, but we do not yet know on
what date we may be advised to go om the
warket. I move—

That the Bill be now read a sevond time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill pasaed through Co.nmittee without de-
bate, reported without amendment amd the
refort adopted.

Read a third time and pagsed.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 3), £1,030,000.
All Stages.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colchatch—East) [6.13] in moving the
second reading said: I have ascertained that
the amount provided in this Bill is adequate
tor the services ot the Government until the
end of January. OF conree it is intendcd
that the Appropriation Rill shall be passed
bhefore that date.

Hon. A. Lovekin: We lave granted Supply '

to the end of Deeember. How many months?
supply does this Bill represent?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Par-
liament has up to the present voted Supply
to the end of November and this amount will
enable us to carry on till the end of January.
I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

ADJOURNMENT—CHRISTMAS
HOLIDAYS.

The MINISTER FOE EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebateh—East) [6.16]: Tn conse-
quence of the Premicers’ Conference, which is
to meet on the 17th Jannary. it is the inten-
tion of another place to adjourn until the
3rd January. Personally I should have liked
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a longer adjournment than this permits. I
move—

That the House at its rising adjourn un-
til Tuesday, the 3rd January.

Question put and passed.

Hovee adjourned at 617 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.
QUESTION—PATRIOTIC FUNDS,
CONSOLIDATION.
Colonel DENTON asked the Premier:
Will he consider the advisability of

appointing a Royal Commission to inquire
into the amount of funds collected by vari-
ous bodies and organisations during the
war for the purpose of assisting soldiera
and their dependants within the State, and
a3 to the disposal of surplus funds {if any)
held by the various bodies and organisa-
tions since the declaration of Peace Day,
June, 1919, with the object of consolidating
all the funds of the various bodies into one
common fund, to be under the control of
three trustees to be appointed, viz.: one
from the R.S. League, one from the com-
bined bodies or organisations, and one by
the Government?

The PREMIER replied: I shall give eon-
sideration to the matter.



