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STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.

COwe of 8esaign.-
The PREMER (Ron. Sir James Mtchell-

Northamn) [12-401. There are two Bills that
I wish to get upon the Notice Paper for to-
Wmrw. One is to provide for the continua-
tion of the nine to nine clause in the Licensing
Act, and the other is in connection with the
rate of interest to be paid on loans as from the
end of December. It will he remembered that
we fix the rate of interest for each year.I
find I will barc to ask the House to suspend the
Standing Orders to permit of these two Bile
being placed on the Notice Paper for to-morrow.

Mr. SPEAKER: The time for giving notice
has passed. It is necessary to suspend so much
of the Standing Orders as to enable these Bills
to be placed on the Notice Paper for to-morrow.

The PREMIER:- I mov--
That so much of the Standing Orders be

suspended as to allow of the introduction of
Bills or motions ivthout notice.
Question put and passed,

BILLS (2)--FIRST READING.
1, General Loan and Inscribed Stock Act

Amendment.
2, Sale of Liquor Regulation Act Continuance.

Introduced by the Premier.

BILLS (2)-THIRD READING.
1, Closer Settlement.
2,. ndustrial Arbitration Act Amendment.
Transmitted to the Council.

losse adjourned at 12-48 a.-m. (Thuroday.)
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The PRESIDENT took the Chai-r a~t &.0
p.m., and[ read prayers.

ASSI:'NT TO BILLS.

Message front the Governor received and
rend notifying aisscnt to the uniderincntioned
Bills:- "

1, Courts of Session.
2, Perth Hebrew Congegation Lands.

BThL.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.

H1. P. Colebateb-East) [3.2]: With the per-
mission of the House, I desire to make a
brief statesnent to clear uip what I am sure
was purely a niisiiisderstiuiding, but some-
thing which, withoutt explanation, might ali-
pecar to be other thin it was. During the
debate en Vhe. Grain Bill I read to the Rouse
what purported to be a& copy of a memor-

S andum written by M-r. Lovekin, and handed
by hint to Mr. Basil Murray. This copy had
been handed to me by 'Mr. Murray. Mr.
Lovekin pointed out that the copy was inac-
curate in that it contained a. reference to
Clause 19 of the Bill, 'shorens no such re-
ference was included,. in his memo randum.
At the time I was entirely at a loss to under-
.stand how the error could have arisen. I
have since received an explanation from Mr.
Murray in which hie points out that I was,
quite inadvertently, in some way responsible
for the error. Mr. Murray called at my office
with Mr. Lovekia 'a memorandum. He was
only in my office for a moment. He readl
the memorandum through, and he reminded
me that when he read it I suggested to him
that probably M3-r. Lovekiss meant ' the
schedule with Clause 19 by which the House
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had already amended the method of paying
rent. Mr. Murray says that neo made a pen-
cil not2 of my remark, and that when lie
handed 'Mr. Lorekin 'a memorandum to his
typist to copy, his; typist copied it with the
pencil note, jisrted. He then refurned the
original to Mr. Lovekin, who snbsequiently
handed me the copy in good faith. There
can be no question that the memorandum
written by 31r. Lovekin did not contain any
reference to (Clause 19. 1 have no hesita-
tion in aceenting Mr. Muirray's explanation
as to how the mistake arose. This makes the
position of 11r. Lovekin, in moving to strike
out Clause 19, quite consistent with tibe
memorandum that he sent to "Mr. M'%urray.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPflNSTON.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.

H. P. Colebatch-East) [3.6]: With the per-
mission of the House, I move-

That until the adjournment of the Rouse
over the Christmas holidays so much of
the Standing Orders be suspended as. is
necessary to enable Bills to be taken
througb all stages at one sitting, and mes-
sa<res from the Legislative Assembly to he
taken into consideration forthwith.

T submit this motion in view of what I be-
lieve to be the general desire of lion. mewl-
hers that we should now despatch merely
that business which it is essential should h~e
dealt with before the end of the year, and
that we should resume as early in thle new
year as may he suitable to hioe, members. If
this motion is carried I do not intend to make
any ulse of it except in regard to four Bills,
the pacsage of which is necessary before the
31st December. Tino first of these Bills is
what is known us thle 9 to 9 provision of
the Licensing Act. Without that oa the 1st
January, tht- hours for the opening and cbos-
inq of hotels would automatically revert to
6 in the niorningr and 11 at night. The see-
ond is a one-clauise ]Bill continuing the opera-
tions of the Industries Assistance Act until
the 31st December. 1922. The third is a Bill
to continue tile operations of the Gcneral
Loan and Tnseribed S,:toc!k Act, passed last
session, until 1922. Without that 'Bill, which
fixes file maximium rate of interest at 6V.
per cent., we should on the 1st January re-
vert to the position, under which the maxi-
mum interest iH 5 per cent. It is well known
to lioa, members that the raising of a loan
is contemplated in January, buit we do not
know in what periodl in. Janary our advisers
miar recoimmend this to be done. The only
other Bill I I-ropose to ask members to pass
nnd'r the auithority of this motion is a.
Supply Bill for tile month of December.

lIon,. 3. Cornell: What about the Prices
Renlilation Act?

The INISTEP FOR EDUCATTON:-
These are the onlyv Bill I propospu to amdc
m..mhert to (elen with ndier this Method. Any
other Bill that mayv come forward will have to
take its coarse.

Roni. J. Cornell: Does not the Pice's Re-
gulation Art lapse at the end of the month?

The MIUNISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Partially, but not in regard to wheat and the
products of wheat. That may be considered
when the House meets again.

lfou. J1. W. KIRWAN (South) [3.10]: I
wiould su "gest to the Leader of the H1ouse
that the Bills to which lie has referred shorul
i- distributed as soon as possible, and that

nicirhers should ant be asked to wait to see
them until they have been actually introdluced.
It is awkward for us to understand the import
of a Bill, even if it is a Bill merely to re-
enact a measure already passed, when we are
asked to pass it throuigh all stages in a few
minuttes. If we had a few minutes in which
to digest a Bill, it would greatly safeguard
the position.

lion. X. CORNELL (South [I 3.11): I have
no desire to oplpose the motion, for IF recog-
nise that the measures mentioned by the
healer of the Ife use must be passed before
the mid-of the year. There is another mea-
sure which should also be re-enacted hefore
the end of thne year, but evidently it is not
the intention of the Gove rument to do so. I
refer to the Prices Regulation Act. 5Ronie
hen. memibers may say this is not wanted. I
aimi aware that a Bill passed this session per-
Ictuntes; in seine small degree the operations
of the 'Prices Regulation Act, but I for one
think ive should have something to say about
it even if it is at the grave-side of the mea-
sure.

"Mr, PRESIDENT: I do not think the lion.
ininiber is in order in discussing the merits
or demerits of any Measure on this motion,

lion, J1. Duffell: Do you think it should
hie eonsiilered I

lion. J. CORNELL: I am prepared to let
it go if the Minister does miot think fit to
bring it dJown, andl I do not think any other
lion. ineniher can do so. I should likre to
kniow- if the hoard is going to contin ue to
draw fees for adniinistering only a smnall por-
tioni of the Act.

The MNSTETR FOR EDUCATION (Heln.
Ii.' P. ('olehath-East-ia reply) [3.12]: 1
assure Mr. K~irwan I will do My hest to meet
lasql wishes, hut up to the present only one of
the 'Bills I hare mentioned, namely the 'Bill
to continue the Industries Assistance Act,
hasn been dealt with by another place%. That
will he forwarded to us directly, and I will
have copies circnlatedl as soon as possible.
The 9 to 9 Bill is only now being prepared,
for it is only during the last day or two that
the necessity for it was recognised. The rea-
i-on why the measuret mentioned by 'Mr. ('or.
nell is not included in the list I have given
is that I lo not propos;e to a-k the House to
dial with ainy hiighly conte-ntions matter with.
out time beingt given for its. due considlera-
tion. it is thei illtention of thle (i1ovevtnu'nt
to introduce certain joroposals smnt we can
deal with thenm when they conic before US, I
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do not prorose to ask the House to deal with
'highly contentious matters in this way.

Question put andi passed.

The PRESIDENT: I cattily that the W0-

tien is passed by the necessary absolute wa-
jority of the Council.

STANDING ORDER (No. 274)
SUSPENSION.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. 1P, (olebatch-East) [3.15]: I desire to
move without notice-

That Standing Order 274 be suspended
during the present sitting to enable a mo-
tion to be brought forward discharging
a nienier of the select committee on the,
Land ord Income Tax Assessment An end-
incut Bill, and appointing another in his
place.

It appears that Mr. Lynn finds it necessary
to leave the State; and another hon. member
hans agreed to act in M1r. Lynn's stead. If
-this motion is carried, 1 shall submit a fur-
ther motion accordingly.

Hon. -T. DUFFELL (Motronolitan-Subur-
baat) [3.161: 1 find it somewhat difficult to
assent t,) th, "Minister's motion at this stage.
Speaking on this very Bill a few days ago,
1 intimated my view that in the interests of
the Holse and of the country generally the
measure should bo referred to n select comn-
mittee, and that the icleet committee should
conmprise men seizred of the viows. and wishes
of the various sections of the community.
When Mr. Lynn's name wa-i mentioned, I
thought it imperative thait he should be a
mn,nber of tbl- select conmmittee for the pur-
pose of brinaing forward f or consideration
the views of the larger taxpayers of the coin-
munity. Not having any knowledge of whom
it is proposed to substitute for 'Mr. Lynn,
I feel snmc difficulty in supnorting the pres-
eat motion. Any measuire affcrtinq the tax-
ing of the community requires the closest
scrutiny and the fullest consideration. For
that reason I trust that the name of Mr.
Lynn's sue eser to be submitted by the
Leaderr of the Houise will be the name of a
nmember prerared to call evidence, if neces-
sarv, from that sectiun of the community
with r!-iard to which Mr. Lynn's namne wovw
originally suggested.

Tho PRYSIDENT: I think the hon. men'-
her's rerrarks mi2ht he wrade on the subse-
quent mrotion that Mr. Lynn be discharged
and another member appointed in his place.

Hon. J. DUFEELL: May I paint out, Mr.
Preaid-nt. tint T do not know who that other
me'-ber is going to be. If I did know I
might object.

The PWFqIPENT: The hon. member could
not object at this stage.

Thr' Mtinister for Edu'-ation: If the bon.
mnember dues not like my noinene, there can
be a ballot.

[88]

Hon, I, DUI'FELL: When the select comn-
mnittee was sugge~ted by mae, it was my desire
that lice coin,. ittee should call evid?-nce, and
that we should have on the committee the best
meon the Hlorse Can nominate to bring to bear
their knowledge on the Bill.

Question put and passed.

The PRESIDENT: I certify flint this mo-
tion has been passed by an absolute majority
of the whbole Council,

SELECT COMM0ITTEE3, LAND AND IN-
COM,%E TAX ASSESSMENT AMEN-,D-
MENT BILL.

Change of Meather.
The 'MTNISTER F1OB EDUCATION

(lHov. Hf. P. Colcbatch-Enst) (3.18]: I
JDlovO-

That Mr, Lynn be discharged freoi fur-
thler service on the select committee ap-
p-ointed to report upon the Land and In-
come Tax Assessmnent An endmnent Bill, and
that Mfr. Hameraley be substituted in Mr.
Lynn's place.

lion. J. DVFFELL (Met ropolitan-Sobur-
bail) [3.19]: I second the Miaister's motion.

flea. V. HAMIERSLEY (East) [8.20]:
The select committee, I -aoderstantl, have
already arranged that there shall be
no evidence called. I was a party to
the reference of the Bill to the select
committee, hut on the underatanding that
the select committee shouil obtain the
benlefit of expert evidence. The House itself
is perhaps not in a position to deal with the
Bill as effectively as outside experts would
be. Unless I learn that the report which has
reached me concerning the non-calling of evi-
dence is erroneous, I am not disposed to serve
on the committee. I do not know that amy
going on the committee will result in the re-
versa~l of a decision already taken by the coim-
mittee. If the decision of the committee is
as has been reported to mc, I would rather
not go on the committee.

lion. A. LOVEKIN ('Metropolitan) [3.22):
'When I moved that the Hill be referred to
a select committee, I suggested to the Cham-
ber that it we- ldi not be necessary to call
evidence other than the informal evidence of
the departmevntail heads.

Hon. T. Duffel]: Informal?
Hon. A. I.OVERIN: Yes; to chat over the

Bill. The object of the select committee was
to see if we could bring into line the Federal
legiglatien and our own, having regard to the
fact that an agreement has been come to
between the Commonwealth and the State
under whichi we shall have only one set of
returns. Asi the-re is ne'w Federal legzis-
lation-and it was only the other day that
we received copies of the final Feliera' meas-
nrc-we want to see if we canrot bringv the
neasu~en into line. That, I take it. is a~l
tile select committee were appointed for. If
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we aire to take evidence, we shall have a very
long task, tar we shall have to consider the
whole incidence of taxation, a matter which
I personally do not think comes within
the purview of the committee. More-
over, I myself could not give the neces-
sary time. As a matter of fact, 1
fail to see of what value the evidence we
could get would he. Recently a Federal
'Royal Conmmission has been sitting on this
very question,- and a number of gentlemen
who, it has been suggested should give evi-
dence before the select committee have al-
ready given evidence before that Federal
Royal Commnission. The committee has been
approached to call Mr. Waugh; hut he, 1
understand, gave voluminous evidence before
the Royal Commission, and we have that
evidepce available. The Pastoralists' Asso-
ciation, through Mr. Noble, also expressed a
desire to give evidence before the select com-mittee; and we also have that evidence avail-
able in the Federal Royal Commission 'a re-
poart. We have had the same objections
brought up in a number of ways during the
last two or three years. For instance, a com-
mittee of the Chamber of Commerce was ap-
pointed on the subject; and the whole ques-
tion of the Land and Income Tax
Assesrmenat Act was gone into with both Mr.
Owen and "Mr. Whitely. In fact, all the
points which cant be brought up are well
kneuin. The Taxpayers' Association ba'-e
iss-ed a lot of literature in one form and
aiiother on the subject, and I cannot con-
ceive that there is anything new to be brought
up which cannot be very well submitted in
the form of a memorandum to the attention
of the select committee.

Ron. J. Duffel!: That is only your view
of it.

Rion. A. LOVEKLN: I say that is my
viewv. I may be wrong. If the select comn-
inittee are to call evidence, I would not be
able to give the necessary time on the corn-
mnittec, tcause I have already put in a eon-
siinerale amount of time on other commit-
tees. I am not prepared at this stage to
emb-irk on qn inquiry lasting three or four
we-ek-s, as this inquiry must last if the select
conimittve are to call any evidence. There-
fore I suggest to hon. members that the
select committee keep within the purview of
what %ae oricinally- intendled; that is, to see
heir fanr we can syncheonise the Federal and
the State Ic' islatien, without going into the
invidence of taxation at all. We have quite
enoilih work to do without going further.
Take even the clause which was stressed le-
fore t're Federal Royal Commission, the
averaging cla-sc.

1k--. V, flamersley: The Federal inquiry
has nothing to do with our State legisla-
tion.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: That clause is wanted
in o der to-

The PREFSID)ENT: I rwrnt out to hon.
members that I amn perfectly willing to rer-
mit 'Mr. Hamerslcy and Mr. Lovekin to make

personal explanations with regard to their
position, but that the question before the
1-ouse is the discharge of Mr. Lynn from
acting on the select committee, and the ap-
pointment of Mr, Hameraley to the select
committee. 'Mr. Lovekin, as chairmau of the
select committee, may proceed in explaining
for the benefit of Mr. Hameraley what the
committee are doing.

Hon. A. LOVE KIN: Mr. Colebatch is
chairman of the select committee. I am a
member of the committee, and, as Mr. Cole-
batch has already spoken-

The PRESIDENT: I thought the hon.
member was chairman.

Hon. A. LOVEXKIf: I am just pointing
out to Mr. Hfamereley that no amount of
evidence called can hlp us to frame a atis-
factory as raging clause.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoorn: But evidence-
can show you how to frame it.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Surely it is rather
a matter for quiet consideration, than for
the calling of a lot of conflicting evidence,
which Would probably lead us off the track.
I am, of course, only one member of the
commnittee; but the attitude I take is that
we should sit round the table with the de-
partmental officers and see how far we can
synebronise State and Federal legislation, in
view of the agreement to which I have re-
ferred. If there is to be a lengthy examina-
tion of witnesses, as there must be if we
once begin, I do not think I cam afford
to give the necessary time to the inquiry.

lion. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOMd
(North) [3.20]: I do not know whether I
shoilld he out of order in making a few re-
marks.

The PRESIDENT: The question before
the House, I would remind hon. members, is
the discharge of.Mr. Lynn from further ser-
vice on the select committee. and the appoint-
iceuit, in his stead, of Mr. Hlainersicy. The
scope of the inquiry or anything of that sort
hav ait this stage nkothing to do with the
queqtiou.

lion, Sir EDWARD) WITTE'NOOMI: 'Mr.
lTanwrsley having mnade certain remarks with
regard to thle calling of evidence, I Ilietnt
know whether I would be out of order in
making any remarks on that point. Mr. Hram-
ersicy sa -id he would accept appointment on
thle select commnittee undlr certain conditions.
lie mnay lile to know what the views of the
House -ire nnt that matter,

The PRESIDENT: I scarcely think so. I
take it that 'MrT. Hamnersicy mailv his remarks
with a -iew of eliciting informnatiun as to
what the select committee arc doing. That
information has hoc-n supplied bY Mr.
ILovekin.

lion. Sir EDWARD WlTTTNOO>I: M1ay
I mnake one more remark, that I think 'Mr.
Ifamreley is perfectly right in his attitude.
11 the c-leet comititee are not eointr to hear
iny evidence at all, I think it would he per-
fcctly right not to go on with the commnittee,

2584



[22 DECEMBER, 1921.] 2S

lion. V, HAMEBSijEY [3.28]: "Mr. Presi-
ilet-

The PRESIDENT: Does the lion, member
wish to make a fuirther personal explanation?1

'Mr. IIAMERSLEY:- I presume that if this
iiiotiOii is agreted to, I1 shall have to go upon
-the committee.

The PIRESIDENT: That will he so.
MNr. TTAIERISLEY: I mak~e the vondition

-Chat I will go on the committee only if the
-taxpayers* are to be given anl opportunity of
being heard. As I' understairl the matter, ain
expert inquiry has been made by tile Conk-
Alonwelith. Government, and undoubtedly ex-
lmanstive information has been obtained by
that means. But I realise that thle people
-hoin we are s-ent here to serve are coining
under the control of a department of the
State, amid' that they would at least like *to
hare their side of the question pout up. 'it
is w-ell known that fromn time to time there
'have been clashes between those in charge of
-the Taxation Department and those who have
to tiay thle taxes. I want the House to under-
standI the position it has got into through ap-
poeintinig this select committee.

Hon, T. STE WART (South-East) [3.29J]
T rise to spgak in support of the motion.I
hope 'Mr. I laniersicy will go on thle select Comn-
mnittee. TI supporting the motion, I1 believe
1 am expressinig the views of other members
of thle select committee, and also those of a
large section of this House. 'Mr. Miles has
expressed the same wishes as Mr. Hamiersley
With regar'd to time calling of evilence. If
Mr. Itamersley goes on. the commlittee, hie
-may modify tie attitude which some members
of the committee now take up. Lu any ease,
if he finds the' position oii the edmniitece is
unsatisfactory from his standpoint, the rem-
edy wilt be in his own hands.

Hoa. A. If. PANTON (West) [3.31]:- As
one of the select. committee, I think I should
make a personal explanation. The discussion
is leading us into a position. which makes it
necessatry tlit some explanation should be
immde to the House. If Mr. Hamersicy goes
on thle committee with the intention, ais sug-
gesteil by 'Mr. Stewart, of doing certain
things, he will have the option of leaving
the committee. So far as I am concerned, I
wunt the House to understand that I went
on the commiittee on the assurance that the
invest iga tiens of that body would involve
only, short sittings so that we coUld get am
interpretationl of somne of the clauses of the
Bill.

,Honl. Sir E~dward Wittenooni: That is
what I was coining to.

Hion. A. H. PANTOXN: If it is intended
that time comimittee shall. call evidence from
any'%one who desires to appear before the
select comjmittee, I say candidly that I have
niot got the time to devote to the work and
I shall withdraw.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: We want
anexplanation of what is in) the Bill,

Hon. A. Lovekia: "HMansard'" reporters
will be wanted for the work as well.

Hon. A. H. PANTON:- If Mr. Htatnersley
in coining on to the select committee, does
so with the intention of altering the opinon
of members on a question which has already
be~en decided, lie cannot alter my mind. I
will not continue on the committee.

The P-RESIDENT: In those cireuni-
stances thle lion. mnember must vote against
the inotion.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. I{. P. Colebatcb-liiast) [8.32]: The
inltentimi regarding the select counittee was
made clear in the dlate fixc(I for bringing up
the report. It was stated at the time that
the appointment was for a short period and
that the comminittee would simply have to
meet for an h~ar or two so that they could
present a report showing what the clauses
of the Bill meant and thus save discussion.
It is very unusual for a Minister to serve on
a select coinmnittee. I agreed to serve onl a
prlevious select coinmifttce on the understand-
inig that we were macrely to look into the
niatter and report at an early date. That
was done. I agreedl to act On this select
committee oil a similar understandling. If
the select committee intend to take evidence
and go into the whole policy of taxation, I
shall have to ask to he relieved front the
work of. the conmittee.

H-on. H2. Stewart: It was only intended
to do that, as it affects the Bill.

Question put anda passed.
On motion by the Minister for Education,

the tinie for bringing up tie report was ex-
tended till Tuesday, 3rd January.

QTTESTION_\-LME, TItLKE CUIFTON.
ANDY DONGA-REA.

lfeon. J. W. fIFICl{Y asked thme 'Minister
for Edncation : In coiinection with the ;an-
swers given by' the 'Minister to iiy qunestions,
will he reply to the following-i, Who told
him that supplies of lime for fertilising are
available. at Waroona? 2, Wouild it not be
possible for him, with little trouble, to ob-
tain from the coampany, who aire lessees of
the concession, a, definite reply as to the
amiount of linme for fertilising purposes
which they have told? 31, Is it not a fact
that if reasonable arrangements could be
mande f or sea carriage by small steamers or
sailers, lime fromn floagarra. could he deliv-
ered ait Bunbury at about the ane price as
or less thaa the lime-fton Warooma costs at
that port?

The 'MNISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied:- 1, The company. 2, Fifty tons of
lime have been supplied to farmers to dlate.
Mfany inquiries are now being received by
the compny re "March delivery, to which re-
plies are being tent, that the company is
prepared to deliver in March. 13, I cannot
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
Onl motion by Hon. J. Cornell, leave of

absence for six days granted to Hon. J.
Dodd (South) on the ground of ill health.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE-FED-
ERATION AND THlE STATE.

Interim report adopted.

H~on. J. W. KIRWAN (South) [3.35]: 1
move-

That the interim report presented
the joint select committee appointed
prepare for the lederal Convention
adopted.

by
to

be

The report of the Joint select committee
was submitted to time House a few days
ago. It was very shovt and was read to
lion, members. Briefly it set, out that the
work of thle committee has been of a some-
what far-reaching nature, seenT-g that they
have been asked to inquire into the results
of the Federal compact upon the State and
te. suggest anmendluneutsto the Federal Con-
stitution in the interests of V~estern Aus-
tralia. It has been necessary to study the
Federal Constitution, and also sonic Fed-
eral legislation and administration bear-
ing on the affairs of Western Australia.
This work has been of such a heavy nature
that it has been impossible for members to
devote to it the time they would have
liked while Parlinnme,ct has been 'in session.
in their iuterimi report, the joint select
commulittee suggest that as their functions
will terminate with tie close oI the present
session, the members of that committee
should be appointed a Royal Comnmission in
an honorary capacity so that they may con-
tinue their investigations and bring for-
ward a report as soon as possible. in view
of .the fate of the Federal Convention Bill
in the Federal Parlianment, a Federal Con-
vention, if held at all, will not be held
for a year or perhaps for two years.
Whatever may hasppen as to ti'e holding of
tile Convention, or whether the Federal
Parliament decide t, recommend that cer-
tain amendlments be made to the- Constitu-
tion, which amendments will be submitted
to the people of Australia by way of refer-
endum, I think it is absolutely certain that
in the near future some endeavour will
be made to amend the Federal Constitution.
In such Circumstances, it is extremely
desirable that the people of 'Western Aus-
tralia should be in possession of the ease
for the State. Furthermore, I understand
that, as a result of what ha3 been done in
this State, similar committees have been
formed in somle Of thle other States where
they are now eoga2ld upon work of this
nature. For these reasons, I think it neces-
sary that the work of the select committee
should he continued.

lHon. 31. EWING (South-West) [3.391: 1
second the motion. The committee owe a

good deal to M.\r. Owen who has worked so
successfully in getting information to put
before members of that body. I trust the re-
suits of the committee's work will be bene-
ficial in the interests of this State.

Hon. A. SAN\DERSON (Metropolitani-Sub-
urban) [3.40]: When the select committee
was appointed, it was commonly believed
that a genuine attempt at any rate, was to
be made in Melbourne to call a Convention
together. We wvill give the Federal Govern-
muent the fullest credit; but everyone knows
now that that Convention has gone by the
hoard. What are w-e going to do now?

lion. J. Cornell: Disband!
Hon. A. SANDERSON: I do not want

to put it so crudely as that. I want to
ask sonic questions. In the first place, we
calinot appoint a Royal Commission and I do
not know whether the Leader of the House is
in the position to-day to give the considered
opinion of the (Governmnent on this point.

The 'Minister for Education : Yes.
Hon. A. SANDERSON: Then we shall be

able to hear what the Minister has to say on
that point. As far as thle country is con-
cerned, we have this aspect to consider: With-
out a convention, what is the use of the re-
port of the committee.' I

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: An attempt may be
maide to amend the Federal constitution.

in. A. SANDERSON: As I amn ill agree-
mient, in a large nivasuI-c, with 'Mr. Kirwan,
I do not want to say anything that may
distress him. But I think that the pub-
lic, who are really the only ones to be con-
sidered in this matter, should clearly under-
stand what is going onl. Whether this Royal
Commission is appointed or not, we have to
remiember that the Gov-ernment appointed an
individual to go into this very question.

The Minister for Education: And he is
the expert with the committee at the
present time.

I-on. J. Ewing: And hie is doing good
work.

Hion. A. RANDERSON: We are nil try-
ing to do good work. I pnt this aspect to
(lhe country: Is this not simply a. political
question, politieal in the best sense of the
word ? Is it not a party question, if lion.
memibers like to put it that way?

Hon. A. H. Panton: It will be made a
party question if the Federal Government
send it clown.

Hion. A. SANDERSON: Since 'the select
committee was appointed, one of the most im-
portant parties in the political life of Aus-
tralia-the Australian Labour Party-has de-
finitely madie up its mind as to wrhat it iS%
going to don. However, we can hear what the
Lender of the House has to say during the
course of this debate. It nil shows , however,
that this question ha, berome extraordin-
nrilv difficult and complicated. If we could
he sure of the bonin fides of the different par-
tirs, it would be different.

fHon. J. W. Kirwan: It should not he a
pa1rty question.
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Hon. A. SANDERSON: I will not pursue
that aspect, but I call the attention of the
electors of Western Australia, to the fact that
as far as we can understand what has gone
on in Melbourne, this aspect has not been
treated with. the consideration-I want to
put it in the mildest wray possible--that we
should expect.

Hon. J. Duffell: It has not been taken
seriously.

Hon. A. SANKDERSON: Whether that is
so or not, the smaller States have not been
treated as they should have been.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Let us get out of it all!
Hon. A. SANDERSON: These interjee-

tions are highly interesting, showing the
different points of view held by various mem-
bers. I will assume that the Government will
agree to a Royal Commission being appointed
and in the circumstances, I wish the Royal
Coimnission every success in its work.

Ron. 3. DUFFELI2 (Met ropol itan.-Subur-
ban) [3.44]: As one of those u-ho have taken
the greatest interest in this question, and who
were interested in the appointment of the
joint select. committee to go into the details
rcg~rding the treatment Western Australia
has received at the hands of the Federal
Government, I naturally came to the conclu-
sion that the Commonwealth Government were
in earnest when they proposed to call together
the Federal Convention. The next chapter
in the story is that the Federal authorities
laid down certain lines whereby every State
in the Compact could be represented at that
Convention. We find that Western Auistra.-
lia is treated rather unfairly. The views ex-
pressed by the Federal Governnent did not
coincide with those held by members of Par-
linment in Western Australia, with the result
that this Parliament let the Federal authori-
ties know that they were not in accord with
them. The Leader of the Federal Parliament
then stepped in, and now there is to be no
Federal Convention, notwithstanding that the
various State Parliaments have in the mean-
time appointed select committees to secure
information which would enable the States'
representatives at the Convention to place
the views of the various States in a
concise form. The Bill has flow been
withdrawn, and the matter has ended for
the time being. Our joint select corn-
inittee now propose that they shall be
converted into a Royal Commission in
order that they might continue their lab-
ours while Parliament is out of session. -I am
prepared to give that select committee every
credit for sincerity in their endeavours to get
the necessary information to place before the
Western Australian representatives at the
Federal Convention when it takes place,
which is scarcely likely to be this
year, but' which may be next year or
sometime or never. When the Convention
does meet, it is just possible the informa-
tion which the proposed Royal Commission
will have acquired will be obsolete, and
so of no assistance to the Western

Australian representatives, Whilst I apprec-
iate the suggestion of the lion, member, I
think the Rouse w;ill be well advised to in-
-form the select committee that no good pur-
pose could be served by converting it into a
Royal Commission. With all due respect to
the memnbers of the select Committee, I will
vote against the miotion.

The MINISTER FOR E.DLCATIOLN4
(Hon. HI. P. Colebatch-}ast) L3.501: The
heon, member is not over generous in his recog-
nition of the large amount of work the select
committee has performed in a voluntary cap-
acity, nor of the work which they will con-
titue to perform in the sawe capacity if they
are converted into a Royal Commission. It
is the intention of the Government to act in
aecordance with the suggestion of the select
co0nunittee and provide for their conversion
into a Royal Commission. I do not entirely
agree with 'Mr. Sanderson when hie rlys that
this is a purely party question. A few weeks
ago we discussed in this House and in an-
other place a resolution dealing with this mat-
ter and protested against the proposals of
the Primie Minister in regard to the Conven-
tion. No p~arty spirit was then shown; every
party in both Houses unanimously took the
view that the interests of the State were
being attacked and that they were prepared
to defend them. The Senate contains at the
present time practically only one party, but
t1 venture to think that House would be
sharply divided oil this question, not from the
party point of view, but from the point of
view of those representing small States as
against those representing large States. I
cannot help feeling disappointed at the action
of the Prime Minister in regard to the con-
vention. The convention was clearly prom-
ised but the Prime Minister scams to have
kept the word of promise to the ear while
breaking it to the heart. But even if the
mnatter is to be decided by the Federal Par-
liamnat, it will he equally necessary that the
position of Western Australia should be
submitted to that Farliamentcin the clearest
and most complete manner. And not only to
that Parliament, but to the people-because
if that Parliament passes laws to amend the
Federal Constitution, those laws, before they
come into effect, will have to be approved by
a referendum of the people, by a majority
of the people voting, and by a majority of the
States, that is to say, by four States out of
the six. So not only when the matter is
before the Federal Parliament, but when at
a later stage-because there is going to be
an amendment of the. Constitution and a
very difficult fight for the sitall. States
to retain their 25s. per capita grant
from the Commonwealth and for West-
ern Australia and Tasmania to establish their
rights to a continuance of their special
grants-all these matters will have to be
fought out; and when the Federal Parlia-
mnent is done with it, the people will have to
vote onl it; and from the point of view of
its reference to the people it is highly do-
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sirable that Western Australia's case should
be set out fully and completely, and I be-
lieve this committee are doing the right
thing in their enleavours to hare it so set
olit.

lion. J. Duffel]: Will you still retain 'Mr.
Owven's services to the committee?

The MINISTER FOR EI)UCATION: Cei.
tainly, whatever assistance the committee de-
desires, will be afforded.

Holl. T. Duffell At some east l the
State.

The '31INISTI1it FOR EDUCATION- The
lion. 'netber suggests it wvill be a cost to
the State, meaning 'Mr. Owen's salary. Thalit
is a matter of a few pounds per week, for
the life of thle propiosedl Royal C'omumission,
perhiapsi£100 or umore. But there is involved
inl this question the very continuance of
Western Australia as au independent State;
not hundreds of I minds, hlat millions are
involved, for unless Western Australia t~sa
fair deal, it seemis to me the financial posi-
tion of the State will become imipo.sihle.
Therefore, we cannot, for the saying tf the
salary of one manl, doe anything that wvill
make it more dlifficu~lt for the coulnnitte to
complete the ease for the State. I supp~ort
the motion, anid I intimate that it is the
feeling of the (lovernirneut that the counnit-
tee are doing good work and that tie' com-
pletion of their report is necessary.

Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [3.551: When
the motion for the appointment of the select
committee was before the House 1 remnedc
silent, believing then, as I still believe, that
it was an intrusion oil the rights of the
electors. The Comonowealth Constitution
is the work of the people by refereadum,
and it will be the Pecople, amid not the State
Pailiamcent, whlo will alter our Coiistitution,
it it is to lie alteredl. Whether or not we
e' Cr have a convenltion, uo Ipressu re. 1 v the
Stlate l.airlinment "ill bring it about, !,eenn!ae
it is for the ('otnionwenlith Parliament to
say. I anm convinced that noe vonvention will
li-behl d unmt il such, t ie as tihe people M, tbIe
Commonwealth, tlcrou-sh the ballot to':, ' l-
inand it. Thle gri-atest smonke ,ecreen e
thrown out in the political history of Adis-
tralia was thrown ont with the in~trlotn
of the Bill for the convention. The Prime
Minister may not have been, inl accord with
the Bill, but he left it in the hands of the
House, and the Molise treated it as a jo ke.
Tt was a ease of "Their troubles about the
States.'' When we have an amendment of
the Constitution, with or without a1 conven-
tion, it will be inlhiueerl by the party ele-
mnent. The party with the greatest political
machinery, the labour Partv have definitely
laid down what they want and, 1ieins in -
terpreted, it mneansq irifleation. No recoin-
snendation by thIl House will alter that.
Again, on what basis will the proposed con-
vention be elected? Assuming that tl-e
Ntcltu ' repre.'atit iris are- elected b) thle
pleopile, those representatives will he reslion-

sible, not to the State Parlianments, '):lt to
the people.

Hon. A. Sanderson: You seem to forget
that the Western Australian delegates to the
last convention were elected,. not by the
people, hut by Parliament.

lion. J. CORNELL: The delegat',s to the
pcroposedl convention ought to be clec-tel by
the People. If they are elected bky the peo-
ple, they will certainly do their biest to in,-
press tile convention with the vilwi they
pot to thle people when contesting the elec-
tion. It is accepted that the Constitution is
o' nl 'e for a 01 -,,dmuelt, but I .an sat isfiedi
that wvei ,a only s~-caire a convention by
altering thle liersonnel of the Federal Perlia-
nient. If this occurred at the next elections
and the al our Party were returned to power,
their proposals are as clear as day, and they
would be in duty hound to put them into
operation. If this occurred, there would be
noe necessity for a convention, and all this
time devoted to inquiry would have gone
for naught. [f thme coniission present a re-
piort, what will happen? Will any of their
decisions hind mienmbers?

lion. A. Sanderson: Certainly not.
lion. J. CORNELL: They certainly will

not bind thle Laflour Party, who are definite
in their policy. Then, what are we going to
ilo-apeiar at tile bar of the convention or
hand the report over to o1r representatives
acid say, ''This is our case, do whlat you like
with it"'? The question of amending the
Federal CoUntitution is One for the people
alone. Practically all tile information whlich
will lie gathered by the al ('yt omnmission
could le gathered by thle departmental officers
or by Mfr. Owen himself. Then, if a report
is rc-cened, will the House he permitted to
amend it? Would not there be a conflict of
opinion hevre? What utility would there be
in sni-h a report? As an elector of the Coon-
inwenltc I take a view totally different

troa,, miy vice ' nl elector of the State and
:N lnell i c of tis House. I In n1ut v-iew

the- 1i1 1stioii I roia tic stailiinint (if wle'ther
I iill inlll1r' Wi stern Anstrilia. In thle Spirit
itienliate, I into mletmbers of thle A.l 1-.. I 'oild
ask whether the proposals would< benefit Aus-
tralia as Aunstralia and not a particular eor-
liel of the Comnmonwealth,.

lion. fl. WV. Miles: If it will be a bienefit
to the State, it will lie a benefit to Au%-
tralia.

lion. -I. CORNELL: It may not he.
lioni. 0. W. Mie:It is more likely than

not.
lion. J. CORNELL: To convert the select

conmnmittee into a Royal Conmmission will ini-
volve some expense.

lion. A. Sanderson: Why?
lion. J. CORN-ELTi: The evidence will

have to bel reported and I un'lers4tand that
the '' Hansard '' stiff are paid spie-ij,il tees
for reportinlg Royal romimisaions.

Hon. A. If. Pantoan: No, they are not.
Hon. .1. CORNELL. T believe members

of the select committee would be prepared
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to act in an honorary capacity as a Royal
Commission, but it is not fvir to ask its
members to do in the recess practically the
same work as they do when Parliament is
sitting. A Royal Commission has power to
incur expenditure, which power a select
committee does nut enjoy. The select com-
mittee has done good work, but it should
now be allowed to lapse.

Hon, A. 1H. PANTON (West) [4.5]1
feel that I an. in a somewhat invidious
position. Mr. ]Kirwan has presented a re-
port to which I am a party, but at present
I aind myself in an altogether different
position from that which I occupied when
I accepted a seat on the select committee.
At that time the party in which I hold a
fairly high position had not decided what
they really wvanted as regards unification.
Since thent I have been to a conference in
Brisbane where concrete proposals regard-
ing the amendment of the Constitution
were laid down. I am heart and soul with
the derision of the conference and, as a
member of the Labour Party, I propose to
put up a fight to give effect to thle decision
of that conference.

Hon1. .1. Ewing: Does that mevan unifica-
tion?

Hon. A. It. PANTOIN: There is rio doubt
about that. I now find myself a member
of a seleet committee appointed to prepare
the ease for Western Australia and yet,
irrespective of what ease is put uip, I am in
duty bounad, and propose, to put up a fight
for unification as agreed to by the Austra-
lian Labour Party.

Hon. G. W. Miles: You should not have
gone on the committee.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: This position has
arisen since my appointment. When I was
in the Eastern States, it was cornuton1
knowledge that there would be no conven-
tion. f travelled with members of Parlia-
ment representing all parties and I did not
meet one who was of opinion that a con1-
vention Bill, even if brought dlown, would
get very far. Senator Vardon was xvery
emphatic on that point. I ain satisfied
there will be no convention. on one Occa-
Sion Mdr. Sanderson moved a motion of this
character and I opposed it on the ground
that a convention was not necessary.
Irrespective of what a convention might
do, the Labour Party hold that any pro-
posed amendment of the Constitution mnust
be submitted to the people by Parliament.
Nothing can be submitted to the country
by the convention. Consequently, if we
have a convention, it will rest with the
Federal Parliament to adopt or reject the
decision of the convention. If the present
Federal Parliament submits proposals to a
referendum of the people, we can be sure
that unification -will not be included and
that the Labour Party -will fight the pro-
posals. If the Labour party happen to be
in power, and submit proposals for unifica-

tion to a referendum, it is only natural that
they will be fought as strenuously by thoser
opposed to unification. Therefore I see no,
reasona to believe that this will not be a
party question when it is finally submitted
to the people. However, I do not wish to
be placed in a hypocritical position. I do
not wish to continue on the committee in
the full knowledge that, 'whatever the de-
cision might be, I cannot subscribe to it
unless it decides in favour of unification.

The Minister for Education: Is not the
duty of the committee rather a matter of
collecting information than deciding a
policy?

ion. A. H. PANTON: That might be so,
And] I would have no objection to working
onl tire Royal Commission to obtain in-
formation, but I want it to be thoroughly
111derstood that wiratcr-r information is
obtained will be used by mne to further the
Labour 'Party's desire to obtain unifica-
tionl.

lion. .1. Ewing:. You aight change your
VieWs.

lion. A. H. PANTON: Jf I do, I shalt
Change irry colours.

Ron, J. Ewing: That is sometimes done.
H on. A. H1. PANTOX: It is not likely t&

happen on this occasion. I feel that I am
iii a false position.

-Hon. A. Sanderson: Certainly not.
lionr. A. H, PANTtIN: I wish it to be

clearly understood that I arir out for unifi-
ration as laid down by the Brisbane con-
ference. On the oither hand, if the object
of the Royal Commission is simply to ob-
tain information for the State generally, I
shall be prepared to continue.

Hlon. R. G. ARDACH- (N\orth-East) r4.1-21:
I intend to oppose the motion. Owng to the
action of tire Federal Panrliarrrert, thle ap-
lioiatinerrt of the select commirittee ins; proved
to be preniatirre. WNhon tire Federal Parlia-
nuent again brinig downI a eiverutiou Bilfl, it
wvill be time enough to suigge'st thle appoirnt-
mernt of a -omrmittee to rrrnke firtre- in-
quiries.

Hon. J. Cornell: That will not be d1uring
the life of the present Parliament.

Herr. R. G. AHDAOH: Itt is useless to say
that a Royal Commission would get through
tire inquiry without incurring expense. it
Nill be necessary to collect considerable in-
formation, and I dnorbt whrether it will be
possible to collect suifficient informnation in
Western Australia to he of any use to bring
thre matter forcibly before the people. TIn
my opinion, some members of thme Royal (Com-
mission would have to go East to obtain fur-
ther information, and this would coat money.
iT ani fully convinced] it will be sufficient time
t-) embark on active inquiry when tire Fedleral
Parliamecut again suggest bringing the miat-
ter forward. Judging by -what occurred in
the Federal Parliament recently, thre person-
nel of the present Federal Parliament wrilr
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have to be altered before we can expect a Bill
to lbe passed,

Ron. J1. W. KIRWAN' (South-in reply)
14,141: If I consulted my personal ron-eai-
encc I certainly would be opposed to the mo-
tion. If it be carried it will cause me a eon-
siqierablo amount of trouble which I wvouldl
like to avoid, and I am quite sure the saute
thing applies to other members of the select
committee. If they considered their personal
wishies and interests, I ami sure they would
prefer to be relieved of the work attaching
to the inquiry, but they feel that the publicL
interests which they have been appointe I to
safeguard necessitate them nmking this re-
commendation to Parliament. If Parliamnent
supports the recommendation, well and goad,
but if the motion be not carried I do
not know that any of them. will feel any
regret. I would remind members that aL con-
siderable amount of the work that has beea
done is of a valuable and useful nature. We
have been suppilied by Mr, Oweni with what
may be regardeod as a small library. There
are hundreds of pages here of typewritten
anonust-ripit prepared by him, and quite a nuin-
her of Acts, documents and books, alt of which-
require to be studied. With regard to Mr. Ar-
dagh's rewarks concerning the expense, I -can
oniy say that if there be any expense incurred
beyond what is absolutely essential, it will only
he with the strongest protest from myself. I
bare never beeni a member of any Royal Com-
mission but one, and that was the Federal
Iron Bonus Commission, which was one of
the few comnmissi ons that cost the country
nothing. None of the members accepted any
pay ment whatever. We travelled throughout
Australia without expense to the country, anti
the only cost incurred was in regard to the-
repiorting and printing. Jt is a commission
of that sort that I and other members of the
coumn ittee had in mndn. when we -suggested
-n honorary Royal Comnmission on the ques-
tien of the Pederal relationship. True there
mayv never he a Federal Convention, but
throughout Australia to-day there is the
universal opinion that sooner or later the
C omumion weal tIt Constitution mnust beamentled.
Important alterations are necessary, and
there are many differences of opinion as to
-what those alterations should be. We saw
this to-day dluring the debate. IMr. Lovekin
;iants WVestcrn Australia to get out of the
Commonwealth altogether. Mr. Panton has ad-
vocated unification, There are two extreme
views, and there are all sorts of views that
come between these two extremes. The Comn-
ntision would provide a great deal of
information for the public that would
assist people ;in an~y artion they, may take
regarding the amnen leats of the Constitu-
tion when they are suharittmi, as they
nIust ultimately Is' suluniitted, to the
elvetori. I do not think there is anything in-
counsistant in a man who favours unification
being a member Of the (Comm1uission, or in any
ot her moan favouring the u iews of 'Mr. Love-
kin beving a member of the Coninilssion.

Everyone who joins the Commission would
doubtless hold certain settled opinions of his
own, although I take it everyone v~ould try
to approach the whole question with an open
ulluil. Sorre members in their remarks implied
that, in watching the interests of Western
Australia, they may find that the interests
of this State conflict with the interests of
Australia generally. I can hardly conceive
of such a position.' Western Australia corers
one-third of the Commonwealth. It is ex-
tremely difficult to see how anything can he
of advainge to Western Australia that is
not also of advantage to the whole Common-
wealth, and vice versa. The fact must never
be overlooked that we have a right, those of
uts especially who represent the undeveloped
States of Australia, those States that are in
the early stages of development such as
Western Australia, to ask of the Federal
authorities for more consideration than is
given to such States as Victoria, the area of
which is small, and which is closely settled-
In 'Western Australia we have a handful of
.330,000 people, struggling with the stupen-
dfs task of developing an area comprising

one-third of the Commonwealth. The Comn-
mission should emphasis that point. It cannot
be too strouigly emiphasised, and irrespective
of whether a ma]] he a unificationist or a
separationist, it ought to he emnphasised
over and over again. The work that
has been dlone by 'Mr. Owen is import-
at. lIe has given a great amount of

timie to it, and has taken a great
amiount of pains in providing us with infor-
mantion. He has been most industrious and
has supplied uis with. information that will
be molt useful to uts. With some of the de-
ductions that hie draws fromt the information
he supplies we may not all be in agreement,
but the work he has done is unquestionably
valuable aud praiseworthy, and it would he
a pity in the public interests if the comm-ittee
wvere not allowed to continue its labours in the
furm of a Royal Commission. I feel sure that
the report that would be published would bo
of great assistance later on when the qoes-
tion of amending the Federal Constitution
coines uip for the consideration of the people.

Question put and passed.

BILL -WVORICIRS' HOMES ACT AMIEND-
MEN T.

In Committee.

Resumed from 16th December; lion. J.
Ewing in the Chair, the 'Minister for Educa-
tion in charge of the Bill.

CUlause 3-agreed to.
Clause -l--Amen-lment of Section 24:
lion. If. STEWART: I cannot siipport

this clause. 'Whereas previously people were
in a position to get advances in order to
build homes, this clause gives the Govern-



[22 DECEMBER, 1921.] 2,591

meat direct authority to erect and dispose of
dwvelling houses.

lion. G. WV. -MIES: T understood that
the Standing Orders were suspended merely
with the object of dealing only with the
four Bills mentioned by the Leader of the
House. That was the belief of amay mem-
bers. Sonic members consider this Bill is in
the nature of a provision for a trading con-
cern.

The MITNTSTER FOR EDUCATION: I
endeav-oured to make it clear that I only in-
tended to deal u'itls the four Bills I mn
tioned under the motion that I moved. So
far as the rest of the business on the Notice
Paper is concerned, that is entirely in the
hands of members. 'We cannot touch those
four Bills until they come to us from an-
other place later ;in the afternoon. I1 am
prepared to report progress on this Bill, if
that is the desire of lion, members.

Progress reported.

BILL-PERMANENT RESERVES.
(No. 2.)

Second Reading.
The 'MINISTER FOR EDUCATION

(Hon. H1. P. Colebatch-East) [4.25] in mov-
jag the second reading said: It is customary
towards the end of the session to subnmit a
Bill embodying such alterations as are deemed
desirable in the purposes for which permanent
reserves are made. I propose to move the
second reading of the Bill, to which are at-
tached plans showing exactly what is intended
to be done. The plans can then lie on the
Table of the House so that members may look
into the matter for themselves. Clause 2 of
the Bill relates to Pingelly lot 1.35. It is pro-
posed to take an area of 1 rood 20 perches,
and to use it for a soldiers' memorial park.
This is part of reserve 10705, Pingelly, which
is set apart for the purpose of public build-
ings. The Public Works Department is agree-
able to this portion of the reserve being ex-
cised from its original purpose, and being
set apart for the proposed memorial park.
It has been inspected by the Premier and the
Minister for Works, and the local people bave
raised a sm of about £300 to spend on this
portion of the reserve that is to be used as a
memorial park. The first portion of Clause
3 relates to reserve A15677. This reserve is
set apart for the protection of the red flow-
ering gum and the reserve was made in 1914.
It is found that on a certain portion of this
reserve there is now practically no red flow-
ering gum rem-aining, and the land is suitable
for settlement. The intention is to excise
that portion from the reserve and settle it,
and to add another piece of land of 1330
acres to the north-west of the existing reserve
on which there is a large supply of red flow-
ering gums. The alteration will mean that
the area of flowering gum reserve will be
greatly increased. It will have a total area
of 1,460 acres instead of an area of only 392
acres. The alteration is being made with the
approval of the Forests Department, and

will allow of the sivall portion of suitable
land being made available for settlement. The
second portion of Clause 3 relates to Kimnber-
Ie, reserve A13873. This is a reserve of four
million acres. There is a slight error in the
description of the reserve in the schedule
which I shall ask members to amend. It
speaks of the west arm of the Ord River, but
it should read the west arm of the Cambridge
Gulf. There is a four million acres reserve
there for the use of aborigines. It is in-
tended to take 880,000 acres of that area and
make it available for pastoral leases. The
northern boundary of the portion which it is
intended to excise from the reserve is about
two miles south of the Forrest River mission
station. The intention is to settle on this
880.000 acres certain returned soldiers who
have been trained at Moola Bulla. An area
of about 200,000 acres is to be allowed for
each soldier.

Hon. Gr. W. Miles: For what purpose?

The MIINISTER. FOR EDUCATION:
The reports show that this is good pastoral
country aud thme eonly other department in-
terested in the matter, the Aborigiines De-
partmnent, is entirely agreeable to the exci-
sion of the reserve. There is really no good
purpose to be served by maintaining the
whole of the 4.000,000 acres as a reserve for
aborigines. This Bill, in fact, takes only
88,000 acres, leaving still an area of over
3,000,000 acres. I have no doubt, as time
goes by, that reserve can be further re-
diuced in area without any injustice being
done to the aborigines. Clause 4 empowers
the Bunbury Municipal Council in respect
of Reserve A4991, which is a recreation
reserve vested hi the Bunbury municipality,
to issue a lease up to 21 years tor an area,
not exceeding one acre for the purpose of
refreshment rooms. Tt is practically the
sme provision as has been made in regard
to the Point Walter Reserve. W~ithout this
provision, the Bunbury Municipal Council
eannot lease this portion of the reserve. It
is on the Ocean Drive, aad~the exact locality
is shown on one of the plans produced. The
remaining clans-, No. 5. relates to Clare-
niont Reserve A4228. This is a recreation
reserve vetted in the Claremnent municinality,
and the desire is that two acres of this re-
serve shall be added to the municipal elec-
tric light station area. The intention of the
Council is to increase their ,lectric lighting
plant, and they also require a. place on which
to erect stables. There will be armple recrea-
tion ground left on the east of the electric
light station. This clause is included in the
Bill at the Claremont Municipal Council's re-
quest. Those are the whole of the provisions
of the Bill, and T. have already intimated
that T propos- to allow the plans to lie on
the Table of the House, so that bon. menibers
can inform themselves exactly of the position.
I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hion. 0. WV. Miles, debate
adjourned.
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Siting &sepeoldtd fromi 42J4 to 4.45 p.m.

BUI-ACHITEOTS.

Report of Commiittee adopted.

BILL - INDU.STRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMIEND-MENT.

Received train the A-ssembly- and read a.
first timue.

BnLL-INDr'STRlF-s ASSISTANCE
ACT CON-'TINUANCE.

Received from the Assembly and read a,
first time.

Second Reading.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.

H. P. Colebateb) [4.46] in moving the second
rending said: This i,; one of the four Bills
-which I indicated it would be necessary to
pass before the end of the year. It is a
Bilt of only two chauses. It provides that
Section 15 of the Act of 1917 amended. by
the Act of 19201 is further amended by
omitting the figures ''1922"1 and inserting
"1923" in lien thereof. The effect of the
amendment will be to continue the operations
of the section for another 12 months. It is
necessary to refer to the Act of 1917 to oh-
taun the exact meaning of the provision. In
that Act it is provided in Section 15 that
no commnodity shall hec supplied or money
advanced tinder the principal Act or its
amiendments after 31st; March, 1918. That
has gine -been amended to read "Sl1%t March,
1922.'' The, purpose of the Bill is to extend
it to the 31st -March, 1923. It is necessary
that the Act shoutl cover the period of the
harvest. We have cove-red the period of the
present harvest and the intention of the
Bill. is to cover the period of the next har-
vrest. Wbhin I quoted this Bill as among those
for the passage of which I desired the sus-
pension of the Standing Orders, I was under
the impression that 30th September was the
date. Now it appears that, not the 30th Sep-
tember, but the 31st 'March is the date. Con-
sequently it is entirely in the hands of the
HTouse whether or not they l,*hnate the
second rending now or leave it
until we meet again. It is essential that the
Act be continuedA for another year, but if
bon. memhers desire further time in which
to consider the 'Silt, there is no practical
reason why they should not bare it. I

That the Bill be now read a second time.
On motion by Hon. G. W. Miles, debate

adjourned.

BILL-LOSER1 SETTLEMENT.
Berceiveri froui the Astserniv and read a

first timle.

S 'ltq nRuspcndtd froini/ to J7.55 p,.m.

BrLL-SALE OF LTQUOR REGULATION
ACT CONTINUANCE.

All Stages.

'Received from the Assembly anti read a
first time.

Second Beading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H-. P. Colebatch-East) [5.51] in mov-
ing the second reading said: This Bill mnere-
ly continues for 12 months the 9 to 9 pro-
vision of the Licensing Act. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time,

Question put and passed.

Read a third time and passed.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
-report adopted.

Rend a third time and passed.

BILL-STAMP.

Assembly's further' Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it was unable to make
the amendment requested by the Concil, and
that the Assembly desired the concurrence of
the Council in the Bill as preriously amended
ait the- request of the Council.

RVLL-CONSTITITION ACT
AMIEND)MENT.

Assembly's 'Message.

Mc6;sage from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it no longer disagreed to
the amendment on which the Council had in-
sisted.

BILL -GENERAL LOAN AND IN-
SCRIBE]) STOCK ACT AMEN-%
MENT.

All Stages.
'Received from the Assemubly and readl a

first time.

Set-ad Reading.
The MI1NISTER FOR E.DUCATION (Hon.

H. P. Celebatch-East) [6.2) in moving the
second reading said: The Act of 1910 provides
a inaxiinum rate of interest of 5 per cent.
The Act hag been anienled front time to time
1-ut purely temporarily. Last year. a Bill was
jiassed amendingz SFection 18 Of the Principal
Act to provide that the iterest on inscribed
stock or debentures should not exceed 6 '
per cent. The measure was mnade to operate
for one year only and it will terminate on
the 31st December. The present Hill is in
the forum of an anmndineur of the Art of 1910
andt ntake" exactly the saute prm-t~ton that
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the maximum rate of interest shall be 6%
per cent., and also provides that the Act shall
continue in force until the 31st December,
1922, end no longer. It is within the binow-
ledge of members that the Government will
be approaching the loan market in London
during January, bitt we do not yet know on
whlat date we may be advised to go on the
trarket. I mov-

That the Dill be now read a sevond time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second timec.

In, Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Coasnittee without de-
bate, reported rwithout ameindnment awl the
report adopted.

Read at third time and passed.

BILL-SUPPLY (-,O. a), £1,030,000.

All Stages.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first thee.

Second Heading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colobatch-East) [6.13] in moving the
second reading said: I have ascertainvd that
the amount provided in this Bill is adequate
for the services of the Government until the
end of January. Of eoursc it is intended
that the Appropriation Bill shall be passed
before that date.

Hlon. A. Lovvkin: We have granted Supply
to the end of December. Howa manny months'
supply does this Bill represent?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Par-
linment has up to the present voted Supply
to the end of November and this amount will
enable us to carry on till the end of January.
I move-

That the Bill be now rend a second time.

Question put and passed.

13111 read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bead a third time and passed.

ADJOURNMENT-CHRISTMAS
HIOLIDAYS.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
IH. P. Colebatch-East) [6.16]: In conse-
quenee of the Premiers' Cinferenee, which is
to meet on the 17th January. it is the inten-
tion of another place to adjourn until the
3rd January. Personally I should have liked

a longer ad~journment than this permits.I
move-

That the Houase at itis rising adjourn un-
til Tuesday, the 3rd January.

Question put and passed.

ffo1~e ruljcnirved at C.17 p.m.

legislative ElssC1Ml,
Thursday, 22nd December, 1021-

Questions: Patnotc Funds, Consoldation
Education, Rulbin School .. .. ..
Hotel Liceuse, Bopesup

Blts: denemil Loan snd Inscribed Stock Act Amend-
Iet l stages

Bale of Liquor tegua~nAtCniuee

Hlealth Act Amendment, Council's Amend-
meals

Greain, ColnNles Amendmente......
Steinay. Coanucra pressed request ..

Cnttton Act Amendment, Coutocil' pvemed
Ameodint .. .. . .. ..

Suppy (NO. 4), £1,030,090, uall stages.
SupY (No. 41, retained

General Loan and Inscribed Stock Act Amend-
ment, returned .. .. .. ..

Wai Of JLiqisur Regulation Act Contfinuace,
returned .. . .. ..IIustries Assistance Act Cotinuance, returned

Notion: Univecrsity, Fees and Bureaules, to Annul
Statute 19 .. ..

AdJournuent, Christmnas Holidays ........

Parfe
2503

2594

2504

2594

2394
2594
2594

2695
2597
2597

2597

25.07
2507

2597
2617

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-PATRIOTIC FUNDS,
CONSOLIDATION.

Colonel DENTON asked the Premier:
Will he consider the advisability of
appointing a Royal Commission to inquire
into the amount of funds collected by vari-
ous bodies and organisations during the
war for the purpose of assisting soldiers
and their depenadants within the State, and
as to the disposal of surplus funds (if any)
held by the various bodies and organisa-
tions since the declaration of Peace Day,
June, 1919, with the object of consolidating
nil the funds of tbc various bodies into one
common fund, to be under the control of
three trustees to be appointed, viz.: one
from the R.S. League, one from the c-om-
bined bodies or organisations, and one by
the Government?

The PREMtIER replied: I shall give con-
sideration to the matter.


